
City of Davenport 2nd Budget Public Hearing & Regular Meeting 
Minutes of September 18, 2025 

   
 
Minutes of the Second Budget Public Hearing and Regular Meeting of the City of Davenport, 
Florida, held Thursday, September 18, 2025, at 7:02 p.m. in the Commission Room after 
having been properly advertised with the following members present: Vice-Mayor Jeremy 
Clark. Commission Members: Tom Fellows, Linda Robinson, and Donna Fellows-Coffey. 
Also present were City Manager Kelly Callihan and City Attorney Christina Epperson. Absent 
and excused was Mayor Brynn Summerlin. 
 
Vice-Mayor Clark declared a quorum present and opened the meeting with an invocation and 
a salute to the flag. 

 
PROCLAMATION   
 
The Proclamation declaring September as Service Dog Month was read out loud by the City 
Clerk and presented to Cristina Saint-Blancard. 

 
1.  SECOND BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 

 
a)  PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 

  

1416 SETTING THE MILLAGE RATE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025/2026 
 
The Vice Mayor and City Manager read from a prepared script, which outlined the proposed 
millage rate of 7.2500 and the tentative budget funding for FY 2025/2026 at $84,930,040.  
 
The City Manager announced that the City’s rolled-back millage rate was 7.1228 mills, and 
the millage needed to fund this budget was 7.2500 mills. This represented an increase in 
taxes of 1.79%. 
 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No.1416 by title.  
 
Finance Director Donald Carter advised that nothing had changed since first reading. 
 
The Vice-Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows and seconded by Commissioner Robinson to approve 
Ordinance No. 1416 setting the millage rate at 7.2500. Motion carried unanimously with no 
discussion. 
 

b) PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 
1417 ADOPTING THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025/2026 

 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No.1417 by title.  
 
Donald again stated that nothing had changed since the first reading. 
 
The Vice-Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
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Motion by Commissioner Robinson and seconded by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey to 
approve Ordinance No. 1417 adopting the tentative Budget for Fiscal Year 2025/2026 on 
second reading. Motion carried unanimously with no discussion. 
 
APPROVAL OF ORDER OF BUSINESS  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey and seconded by Commissioner Fellows to 
approve the Order of Business. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
The Vice-Mayor asked if there was anyone who’d like to address the Commission on any 
item not on the Agenda. 
 
Beatrice Kurtz of 2310 Friendly Confines Loop (Horse Creek at Crosswinds) accepted the 
invitation and informed the Commission that her daughter Lauren had an intellectual disability 
and unfortunately there were no local programs available for her. She had recently met with 
the Executive Director of the Polk Training Center in Eagle Lake, but that facility was primarily 
for children, and it required a 40-minute drive. The closest adult program she has been able 
to find was in Orlando. She wanted to ask if there was any possibility of creating a program 
in Davenport in the future for adults like Lauren to attend. 
 
Brief discussion ensued with Commissioner Fellows voicing that the new Victory Ridge school 
focused on special needs and disabilities and wondered about the possibility for related 
programs to be developed in the future. 
 
Commissioner Fellows-Coffey offered to take the resident’s contact information and stated 
that she would make a few phone calls and see about solutions closer to home. 
 
Gail Agbugui of 1733 Shady Drive stated that she has noticed that there are currently no 
programs available for senior citizens in the city. She shared that when she had visited the 
Tom Fellows Recreation Center there were a number of activities, but nothing specifically 
geared toward seniors. 
 
Commissioner Fellows-Coffey noted that the nearest dedicated facility for seniors was the 
Senior Center in Haines City, and possibly one in Kissimmee, but there was currently nothing 
comparable in Davenport.  
 
Commissioner Robinson added that the city would be hosting a Senior Expo this coming 
Wednesday and maybe she could find some information there. 
 
Commissioner Fellows-Coffey added that the city had recently purchased a large parcel of 
land that would be developed as a park. As the planning process moved forward, there would 
certainly be discussions about the types of amenities and activities going in. 
 
There being no one else, the Vice-Mayor closed Public Comment. 
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CONSENT AGENDA  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows and seconded by Commissioner Robinson to approve the 
Consent Agenda, which consisted of the September 4, 2025, Regular Meeting minutes and 
the Street Closures. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
OLD BUSINESS – NONE 

 
NEW BUSINESS        
 
1. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1353 ASSIGNING 

THE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION TO 0 OLSEN ROAD (272709-728000-032802 & 
272709-728000-032803) FROM POLK COUNTY RESIDENTIAL SUBURBAN (RS) TO 
CITY RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM (RM) (OWNER OF RECORD: DCBC OLSEN COVE LLC) 

 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No.1353 by title.  
 
City Planner Raymond Perez explained that this was a request to change the Land Use 
Classification from Polk County Residential Suburban (RS) to City Residential Medium (RM). 
He stated that the Planning Commission had recommended the Ordinance for approval 
earlier in the evening.  
 
The Vice-Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Robinson and seconded by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey to 
approve Ordinance No. 1353 on first reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
2. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 1354 ESTABLISHING THE 

SAND & SILICA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (CDD) 
 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No.1354 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was a request to establish the Sand & Silica Community 
Development District (CDD).  He drew their attention to the overhead monitor depicting the 
layout of the CDD. 
 
The Vice-Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey and seconded by Commissioner Fellows to 
approve Ordinance No. 1354 on first reading, establishing the Community Development 
District. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
3. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1361 ASSIGNING 

THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION TO 0 OLSEN ROAD (272709-728000-032802 & 
272709-728000-032803) FROM POLK COUNTY RESIDENTIAL SUBURBAN (RS) TO 
CITY AMENDED PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) (OWNER OF RECORD: 
DCBC OLSEN COVE LLC) 
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At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No.1361 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was a request to change the Zoning Classification from Polk 
County Residential Suburban (RS) to City Amended Planned Unit Development (PUD).  
 
The Vice-Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows and seconded by Commissioner Robinson to approve 
Ordinance No. 1361 on first reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
4. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1363 ASSIGNING 

THE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION TO 0 OLSEN ROAD (27-27-09-728000-032801) 
FROM CITY RESIDENTIAL LOW (RL) TO CITY RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM (RM) (OWNER 
OF RECORD: DCBC OLSEN COVE LLC) 

 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No.1363 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was a request to change the Land Use Classification from City 
Residential Low (RL) to City Residential Medium (RM).  
 
The Vice-Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Robinson and seconded by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey to 
approve Ordinance No. 1363 on first reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
5. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1364 ASSIGNING 

THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION TO 0 OLSEN ROAD (27-27-09-728000-032801) 
FROM CITY SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (R-1) TO CITY AMENDED PLANNED 
UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) (OWNER OF RECORD: DCBC OLSEN COVE LLC) 

 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No.1364 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was a request to change the Zoning Classification from City 
Single Family Residential (R-1) to City Amended Planned Unit Development (PUD).  
 
The Vice-Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey and seconded by Commissioner Fellows to 
approve Ordinance No. 1364 on first reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
6. REQUEST TO REVIEW SPECIAL APPROVAL FOR 309 DAVENPORT BOULEVARD 
 
Raymond explained that this was a request for a batting cage in the Downtown Business 
District. 
 
Commissioner Fellows asked for clarification, noting that the action taken tonight was simply 
to approve the requested change and asked if the application would come back to the 
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Commission for consideration. Raymond responded that this would come back to them as a 
Resolution for approval with any conditions. 
 
Joyce Hunter of 15 West Boulevard voiced her concern with noise and asked if there was 
going to be a buffer wall. Commissioner Fellows-Coffey stated that as a resident she herself 
would rather have an inside batting cage to help mitigate noise, to which Mrs. Hunter replied 
yes. Vice-Mayor Clark added that he too would prefer an indoor batting cage.  
 
City Manager Callihan asked that they include in their motion that they prefer an indoor batting 
cage. 
 
Commissioner Fellows also stated that if given a choice, he would prefer the batting cages to 
be located indoors, as it would likely be less intrusive on the surrounding neighbors. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey and seconded by Commissioner Robinson to grant 
a special approval to 309 Davenport Boulevard with the caveat that the batting cages be 
enclosed in a non-metal structure. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
CITY MANAGER REPORT 
 
The City Manager thanked all the Department Heads and the Commission for their work on 
the budget process, expressing appreciation for everyone’s efforts. He also reminded the 
Commission and the public on the upcoming Senior Expo on September 24th from 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m., as well as the Multicultural Event scheduled for October 4th at the Tom Fellows 
Community Center. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REPORT – Nothing to Report. 
 
CITY CLERK REPORT  
 
The City Clerk advised them that she had sent an email to everyone notifying them that the 
elections workshop had been rescheduled from September 23rd to October 20th at 5:30 p.m. 
 
CITY COMMISSION COMMENTS 
 
Commissioner Fellows-Coffey asked if the city would have a float in the Homecoming Parade. 
The City Manager responded that this would be up to the City Commission. Staff would surely 
get it ready and have someone drive it if they wanted to. 
 
She also stated that she had been fortunate to represent the city at the Ridge League of Cities 
dinner Tuesday night. She added that one of Davenport’s own, Sara Rust McCarley had been 
installed as the President of the Ridge League of Cities. 
 
She wanted to voice her appreciation to Mr. Robert Allen for supplying them with the 
information. She further stated that although the Commission had already voted on the 
matter, and it may not directly apply to the CDD itself, the information remained important. 
She emphasized that while residents are always the City’s priority, the Commission should 
be careful not to dismiss input from those outside the city. 
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She also wanted to stress that their millage rate had not increased and thanked Donald and 
all the Department Heads for the budget.  
 
She announced that starting next week and lasting through the following week, several 
magazines would feature stories highlighting their City Clerk and her Assistant. 
 
Commissioner Robinson echoed Commissioner Fellows-Coffey’s comments. She also stated 
that she had seen in the paper where three Davenport Firefighters had recently assisted a 
motorist and had given teddy bears to her children, which she felt had been a very thoughtful 
gesture. 
 
She added that Davenport was featured on Tampa Bay 28 last week and expressed how 
proud she was of the town. 
 
Commissioner Fellows echoed the City Manager’s comments and complimented the city’s 
staff on the budget. 
 
Vice-Mayor Clark thanked the city’s staff for the Budget. He encouraged and asked that 
everyone attend the Senior Expo next week. He was excited about the Multicultural Event 
which was a great representation of their city. 
 
He also thanked everyone for attending the meeting tonight and thanked the Fire and Police 
Departments for an amazing job. 
 
There being no further business, the Vice-Mayor entertained a motion to adjourn, which was 
provided by Commissioner Robinson and carried unanimously.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:51 p.m. 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are true and correct. 
 

 
 


