
City of Davenport Regular Meeting Minutes of March 6, 2023 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City of Davenport, Florida, held Monday, March 6, 
2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the Commission Room after having been properly advertised with the 
following members present: Mayor H.B. Robinson and Vice-Mayor Brynn Summerlin and 
Commission Members: Commissioner Bobby Lynch, Commissioner Tom Fellows, and 
Commissioner Jeremy Clark. Also present: City Manager Kelly Callihan and City Attorney 
Tom Cloud.

Mayor Robinson declared a quorum present and opened the meeting with invocation and a 
salute to the flag. 

The Irish American Heritage Month Proclamation was read out loud by the City Clerk.

APPROVAL OF ORDER OF BUSINESS

Motion by Vice-Mayor and seconded by Commissioner Clark to approve the Order of 
Business. Motion carried unanimously with the City Clerk noting the correction to the title of 
Items 1, 2 and 3 under Old Business, from first reading to second and final reading.

PUBLIC COMMENT

The Mayor asked if there was anyone present who wished to address the Commission on 
anything not on the Agenda.

Scott Woodlee of 1636 Aspen Avenue voiced his issue with Republic Services and spills on 
the road in his subdivision. He had contacted both the City Manager and Assistant City 
Manager on the issue, and they had contact Republic Services on this.

He also wanted to mention that he had been working closely with the Police Department in 
establishing a neighborhood watch and appreciated all the support from the city.

Gary Knox of 302 North Boulevard West also accepted and voiced the following concerns 
and comments:

 Continued speeding on North Boulevard West, and recommended the installation of 
speed tables. 

 No sidewalks on the south side of North Boulevard West in front of the Community 
Center, which make it difficult for children to cross the road. 

 There had been discussions about a walking path around the lake at the Tom Fellows 
Community Center. He shared that him and his wife both walk around it and pick up 
bags of trash. He didn’t mind walking on grass, but there was all kind of debris. If the city 
would ask for volunteers, him and his wife would volunteer and was sure that others 
would too to help clean it up.

The Vice-Mayor noted that his biggest complaint was speeding and going forward they 
would have to do something about it since more people were moving in. He agreed that 
people tended to use this street as a shortcut, and he knew that Chief and his officers were 
doing everything they could. He was hesitant to use speed bumps, especially on this road, 
but he was interested to see what staff came up with.
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As for the lake, staff had started to clean it up and had to stop due to some environmental 
issues. The Vice-Mayor also informed him that there were plans in the future for a path 
around the lake. How soon? They didn’t know at the moment, but the final plan was to build 
a path around the lake.

The Mayor further added that the Davenport Historical Society also had plans for a 
Veteran’s park in this area.

Mr. Knox also thanked them for the new stop lights going in. They would certainly help.

Jennie Calhoun of 106 E. Pine Street voiced her concern with excessive traffic on Highway 
17/92 and the children trying to walk across the Highway to get to Jamestown Park, and 
asked if they could look at the installation of a lighted crosswalk. They had talked to the 
Chief about it when he was at their meeting.

The Mayor informed her that he was sure that the Chief was on top of this, but pointed out 
that 17/92 was a State Highway and not much they could do.

Courtney Taylor of 204 Citrus Isle Loop stated that he had heard that the city was 
expanding its boundaries to Ernie Caldwell Boulevard and further asked if they were going 
to have enough Police Officers to cover this much area. He was informed that they were 
sure that the Chief and City Manager were already on top of this, but as the population 
increased, they were certainly going to need more Police Officers to patrol the area.

Mr. Taylor also told them that the “No Left Turn” sign at the RaceTrac had been knocked 
down. The City Manager advised him that he would pass it along to the County. 

There being no one else the Mayor closed Public Comment. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Commissioner Clark and seconded by both Commissioner Fellows and 
Commissioner Lynch to approve the Consent Agenda which consisted of the February 20, 
2023 Planning Commission Meeting and the February 20, 2023 Regular Meeting. Motion 
carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

1. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1147 
ANNEXING 1615 NORTH BOULEVARD WEST (OWNER OF RECORD: JSK 
LAKELAND LLC)

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1147 by title.

Raymond explained that this was second and final reading of the Ordinance and there were 
no changes since first reading.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.
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Motion by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to approve on its 
second and final reading Ordinance No. 1147. Motion carried unanimously with no 
discussion.

2. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1148 
ANNEXING 1125 HIGHWAY 17/92 (OWNER OF RECORD: SAMMY MENDEZ 
SANTIAGO)

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1148 by title.

Raymond explained that this was second and final reading of the Ordinance and there were 
no changes since first reading.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Commissioner Fellows and seconded by Commissioner Clark to approve 
Ordinance No. 1148 on its second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously with no 
discussion.

3. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1149 
ANNEXING 0 SNELL CREEK (OWNER OF RECORD: GAMA INVESTORS LLC 

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1149 by title. 

Raymond explained that this was second and final reading of the Ordinance and there were 
no changes since first reading. 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to approve 
Ordinance No. 1149 on its second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously with no 
discussion. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. REQUEST TO APPROVE UTILITY EASEMENT

Utilities Director Mike Stripling explained that the County was vacating the right-of-way at 
the parcel where the City recently installed a force main to serve the Deerfield subdivision. 
The property owner was conveying an easement to the City for the City’s use and 
maintenance of the force main.

Motion by Commissioner Clark and seconded by Commissioner Fellows to approve the 
utility easement. Motion carried unanimously.

2. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE LOW BID TO YOUNG’S COMMUNICATION (Y-COM) 
FOR THE FIBER INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT IN THE AMOUNT OF $134,637.85
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Water/Wastewater Superintendent James Coker explained that bids were received for their 
Fiber Infrastructure project. He informed them that the Fiber Infrastructure would connect to 
the existing infrastructure from the Police Department, City Hall and Fire Station 1 and 
would service the Tom Fellows Community Center, Water Plant 1, the future site for the 
Building Department on County Road 547 and eventually extending west on North Blvd to 
Fire Station 2, Water Plant 2, the Wastewater Plant, and the Public Services Building. He 
also stated that the apparent low bidder’s documents were examined and found that they 
did not meet the conditions of the bid and had not bid any material, only labor. The next low 
bidder was Young’s Communications (Y-COM) in the amount of $134,637.85.

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to approve the 
bid of Young’s Communications. 

Discussion ensued with the Vice-Mayor voicing his disbelief at how they had made such an 
error, but noted that the other bids were within range of each other. 

There being no other discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously. 

CITY MANAGER REPORT

The City Manager thanked everyone that was involved in their Highwaymen Event Friday 
and Saturday. 

He announced their upcoming events which included the Easter Egg Hunt, April 8th and 
Grills Gone Wild on April 28th and 29th. 

He drew their attention to the Monthly Departmental reports and project list at their places. 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

The City Attorney drew their attention to the Voluntary Annexation Agreement before them 
from Standard Sand & Silica. This was one of three Agreements that staff would be bringing 
to them over the next month. The Agreement before them included:

 19 parcels, but Staff was waiting for the legal description for three (3) parcels. 
 The Agreement provides for the continuation of uses by the owner which would 

basically be sand mind uses. 
 The owner agrees that the city will be the exclusive provider of utilities. 
 Maintains County taxes until the changes uses. The Attorney explained that it had 

been a very difficult to come up with provision to do this. What has been provided is 
a payment for that exclusive right to serve, which will be a situation where the city 
will refund the difference between the County tax MSTU assessments and what the 
city’s are. That difference will be refunded to them on the portion of properties that 
remain in their existent uses. Once a portion of the property changes its use then 
that part of the payment goes away for that portion of the property. 

 Covenant not to engage in utility business. 
 They have also agreed to help the city in the conversion of their water permits, which 

may be beneficial to the city down the road with the Water District.



Page 5 of 6

The Attorney further asked that they approve the Agreement subject to the finalization of the 
legal descriptions, at which point it would be presented to both parties for execution.

The Vice-Mayor asked if there was a schedule of payments, or was it part of this agreement 
or would this come up later. The Attorney responded that it was part of this Agreement, and 
it was all tied to the tax bill.

Commissioner Fellows asked for clarification that they would be assessed at the Davenport 
rate then refunded the county rate difference. Commissioner Lynch further noted that this 
would be until the use changed. The Attorney responded that this was correct.

There being no other discussion, a motion was made by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and 
seconded by Commissioner Clark to approve the Agreement pending completed legal 
descriptions. Motion carried unanimously.

CITY CLERK REPORT

The City Clerk reported that the Davenport Historical Society along with the Polk County 
History Center wanted her to present two items to them tonight. She shared that the 
Davenport Historical Society had come up with an idea of how to get back to sharing “front 
porch memories”. Each month they will pick three Davenport pioneers to meet at the Peter 
Rust Civic Center and share their memories of growing up in Davenport. They sit in rocking 
chairs in front of a backdrop of a porch while they are being videotaped. The videotaping of 
these session keeps those memories of Davenport life alive. January Pioneers included 
Baylis Carnes, III, Anne Weir Martin and Bill Williams.

Secondly, she drew their attention to the small box at their places, which included an 
invitation from the Polk County History Center to tour the Polk Proud Cities of Polk exhibit in 
Bartow. This exhibit includes all the municipalities in Polk County with each municipality 
represented by a banner that outlines the history of the city. The City Clerk shared that 
when they had first started this, they had asked each municipality to let them borrow their 
oldest artifact. In Davenport’s case, it was the original town seal from 1915 and it was being 
displayed in the glass case below the banner. She also shared a short history tidbit from the 
minutes from the city’s March 13, 1915 meeting that stated that “Funds raised among 
officers for the purpose of purchasing of this seal, amounting to $3.30 and handed to the 
clerk”. Also in their box, the History Center had gifted each Commissioner a pair of socks 
with each city’s icon, with Davenport being represented by the Davenport Elementary 
School. The sheet handed out detailed each cities icon along with the address where each 
one was located.

CITY COMMISSION COMMENTS

Commissioner Clark thanked the Attorney and City Staff for working hard on this northern 
annexation. He also thanked the Police and Fire Departments for keeping them safe and 
thanked all the city staff for all their hard work.

Commissioner Fellows also thanked the entire staff and Vice-Mayor Summerlin on an 
excellent event Friday and Saturday.
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Commissioner Lynch echoed Commissioner Clark’s comments on the annexation. This 
annexation had taken a long time to get it done.

The Vice-Mayor noted that it was amazing at how quickly this city could grow by land mass, 
and they were fixing to carry a very large footprint. He further pointed out that interesting 
issues could come from this kind of growth and wanted to make sure that current staff stuck 
around to get this growth going past the annexation part.

He appreciated Commissioner Fellows’ comments regarding the Highwaymen event.

Addressing the audience, he informed them that if they hadn’t attended, they were missing 
out on some history. He too thanked staff for putting the event together and to the residents 
that had shown up; and the Davenport Historical Society for pulling it all together.

The Mayor stated that he had enjoyed it thoroughly and had enjoyed listening to the Vice-
Mayor sell the paintings.

Before closing, the City Manager wanted to congratulate Donna Fellows-Coffey and Vice-
Mayor Summerlin on their election to office. There had been no opposition for either Seat, 
so they weren’t having an election. He was looking forward to working with them.

There being no other business, a motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Lynch and 
carried unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are true and correct.


