
City of Davenport Workshop Minutes of March 2, 2020

Minutes of the Workshop of the City of Davenport, Florida, held Monday, March 2, 2020 
6:35 p.m. in the Commission Room after having been properly advertised with the 
following members present: Mayor HB Robinson and Commission Members: Vice-Mayor 
Brynn Summerlin, Commissioner Bobby Lynch, Commissioner Tom Fellows and 
Commissioner Kneeld. Also present: City Manager Kelly Callihan and City Attorney 
Andrew Hand.

Mayor Robinson declared a quorum present and opened the meeting. 

BUSINESS 

1. ADMINISTRATIVE REQUEST TO AMEND, AND OR CHANGE CHAPTER 4 OF 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, ANIMALS AND FOWLS 

At this time the floor was turned over to Code Enforcement Officer Steven Hunnicutt who 
further explained that the city is seeing growth and an increase of chicken and rooster 
complaints. He pointed out that the current Code on the books was from 1972, which 
during this time it allowed residents to keep and raise them. Section 4-2 of the Code does 
not give a detailed descriptive, or definition of keeping of the fowl confined. This allows 
the current issue, for the fowl to run freely in a fenced surrounding, and to fly over the 
fence, and end up in the properties next to them. Another issue, he explained, was the 
excessive odor.

The Vice-Mayor asked how many calls he was getting. Steven responded that he has 
received several calls from two locations. These have consisted of roosters crowing and 
chickens flying over fences and into people’s yards.

He further outlined the items he would like direction on and what to include in the 
ordinance. These included:

1. The number of chickens shall be limited to no more than five (5), and no ducks, 
geese, pigeons, turkeys, peafowl, roosters, or any other poultry or fowl are 
allowed. For the purpose of this section, the term “chicken” refers to hens 
only. 

2. Chickens shall be kept for personal use only. Selling chickens, eggs, or 
chicken manure, or the breeding of chickens for commercial purposes is 
prohibited. 

3. The chickens must be contained in a coop enclosure that may be no larger 
than 150 square feet and no taller than 8 feet. The coop must meet the standard 
accessory structure setback and must be screened from view of adjacent 
properties, and at no time are they allowed to roam freely. 

4. The chicken manure must be maintained in a fly – tight bin, and the bin shall 
be kept no closer than 20 feet to any property line



City of Davenport Workshop Minutes of March 2, 2020

Page 2 of 2

Discussion ensued with the City Commission voicing their objection of eliminating them 
altogether or telling someone what they could or couldn’t own. They were in agreement 
that they needed to deal with the nuisance. They were also in agreement with confinement 
and to include Items 3 and 4 as presented with the inclusion of a top to the enclosure.

At this time a motion was made by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to recommend to the Code 
Enforcement Officer to work in Items 3 and 4 into a future Code. The second was 
provided by Commissioner Lynch and carried unanimously.

There being no other business a motion to adjourn was made by the Vice-mayor and 
carried unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:54 p.m. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are true and correct.

Raquel Castillo, City Clerk 


