
City of Davenport Regular Meeting Minutes of March 17, 2025

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City of Davenport, Florida, held Monday, March 3, 2025 
at 7:40 p.m. in the Commission Room after having been properly advertised with the following 
members present: Mayor Brynn Summerlin, Vice-Mayor Jeremy Clark. Commissioner Linda 
Robinson, Commissioner Bobby Lynch and Commissioner Donna Fellows-Coffey. Also 
present: City Manager Kelly Callihan and City Attorney Elisabeth Crane.

Mayor Summerlin declared a quorum present and opened the meeting with an invocation and 
a salute to the flag.

The Proclamation proclaiming April Water Conservation Month was read out loud by the 
City Clerk.

APPROVAL OF ORDER OF BUSINESS

Motion by Vice-Mayor Clark and seconded by Commissioner Robinson to approve the Order 
of Business. Motion carried unanimously

PUBLIC COMMENT

At this time the Mayor asked if there was anyone present who wished to address the City 
Commission on any item not on the agenda. There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Vice-Mayor Clark and seconded by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey to approve the 
Consent Agenda which consisted of the March 3, 2025 Regular Meeting minutes. Motion 
carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

1. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1350 
ANNEXING 4049 PARK ROAD (OWNERS OF RECORD: LESLIE A. ESQUIVEL AND 
FERNANDO ESQUIVEL)

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1350 by title.

City Planner Raymond Perez explained that this was second and final reading and there had 
been no changes since first reading. 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Commissioner Robinson and seconded by Vice-Mayor Clark to approve 
Ordinance No. 1350 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.

2. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1375 
ASSIGNING THE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION TO THE FUTURE CITY PARK 
PROPERTY FROM POLK COUNTY RESIDENTIAL LOW (RL-4) AND RESIDENTIAL 
LOW (RL-1) TO CITY RECREATION (REC)
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At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1375 by title. 

Raymond explained that this was second and final reading and there had been no changes 
since first reading. 

For the record, the Mayor noted that this was the site of the city’s future park consisting of 55 
acres. 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to approve 
Ordinance No. 1375 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously. 

3. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1376 
ASSIGNING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION TO THE FUTURE CITY PARK 
PROPERTY FROM POLK COUNTY RESIDENTIAL LOW (RL-4) AND RESIDENTIAL 
LOW (RL-1) TO CITY PARKS AND RECREATION (PR) 

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1376 by title. 

Raymond explained that this was second and final reading and there had been no changes 
since first reading. 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Vice-Mayor Clark and seconded by Commissioner Robinson to approve 
Ordinance No. 1376 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously. 

4. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1380 
ANNEXING US HIGHWAY 17/92 (OWNER OF RECORD: DUANE FRERICKS) 

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1380 by title. 

Raymond explained that this was second and final reading and there had been no changes 
since first reading. 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey and seconded by Vice-Mayor Clark to approve 
Ordinance No. 1380 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously. 

5. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1383 
ANNEXING 210 SCHOFIELD LANE (OWNERS OF RECORD: DONNA WAID, 
BARBARA GOMEZ, ROBERT WAID AND MARILYN CORDELL) 

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1383 by title.
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Raymond explained that this was second and final reading and there had been no changes 
since first reading. 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Commissioner Robinson and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to approve 
Ordinance No. 1383 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS

1. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1381 ANNEXING 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 108 E. FULLER STREET (OWNER OF RECORD: JAMES 
AUTHER TARVER) 

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1381 by title.

Raymond explained that this was an ordinance annexing property located at 108 E. Fuller 
Street

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Vice-Mayor Clark and seconded by Commissioner Robinson to approve 
Ordinance No. 1381 on first reading. 

For clarity the Mayor asked how this property was contiguous. Raymond responded that it 
was through the property to the east. 

There being no other comments, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously. 

2. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1382 ANNEXING 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 0 NORTH BOULEVARD (OWNER OF RECORD: RENATO 
F. TORRES) 

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1382 by title. 

Raymond explained that this was an ordinance annexing property located at 0 North 
Boulevard. 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Commissioner Robinson to approve on 
first reading, Ordinance No. 1382. Motion carried unanimously. 

3. REQUEST TO APPROVE AMENDMENT 1 TO THE TASK AUTHORIZATION WITH 
CHASTAIN SKILLMAN – BARGAIN BARN ROAD FORCE MAIN
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Utilities Director Mike Stripling explained that this task authorization would provide 
construction inspection and some design changes due to the relocation of Bargain Barn Road 
as part of the Powerline Road realignment. The total cost of this was $130,000.

Motion by Vice-Mayor Clark and seconded by Commissioner Robinson to approve 
Amendment 1. Motion carried unanimously.

4. REQUEST TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 518-25 APPROVING THE FACILITY 
ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT WITH CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC. FOR THE 
PROPOSED FORCE MAIN CROSSING AT BARGAIN BARN ROAD AND COUNTY 
ROAD 547

Utilities Director Mike Stripling explained that the force main from Bargain Barn Road was 
crossing underneath the railroad. This Resolution was to provide the encroachment of the 
City of Davenport’s Force Main to CSX Transportation, Inc. for the proposed force Main 
Crossing at Bargain Barn Road and County Road 547. The cost of this will be $2,000.00.

Motion by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey to approve 
Resolution 518-25. Motion carried unanimously.

5. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE VACATION OF THE RIGHT-OF-WAYS IN THE FOREST
HILLS UNIT ONE (REEDY ISLE DEVELOPMENT) 

Utilities Director Mike Stripling explained that this property was completely owned by the 
developers associated with the Reedy Isle Development and there were several unimproved, 
unopened Right of Ways. During the development process this property would be replatted, 
however the developer wished to vacate the Rights of Way with both the City of Davenport 
and Polk County. City staff has reviewed the request and have no conflict with vacating these 
roads. The unimproved roads listed on the survey are Forest Hill Drive, Seminole Trail, Grove 
Circle, Hillcrest Avenue, and Woodlawn Avenue. None of these are improved roads.

Motion by Commissioner Robinson and seconded by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey to 
approve the vacation of the right-of-ways in the Forest Hills Unit One. Motion carried 
unanimously.

6. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE TASK AUTHORIZATION WITH CPH ENGINEERS TO 
PROVIDE DESIGN SERVICES FOR THE PERMITTING AND CONSTRUCTION OF 
THE NEW WELL NO. 7

Utilities Director Mike Stripling explained that well #4 was the only well that served water plant 
#2. If something were to happen to well #4 that water treatment plant would be out of service. 
This task authorization will provide design services for the permitting and construction of the 
new well #7.

Motion by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey and seconded by Vice-Mayor Clark to approve the 
Task Authorization with CPH Engineers to provide design services for well #7. Motion carried 
unanimously.
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7. REQUEST TO APPOINT A MEMBER TO THE CANVASSING BOARD

The City Clerk announced that with the resignation of Twila Smith from the Canvassing Board, 
the City Commission needed to fill this Alternate position. In the essence of time, Staff 
reached out to former member Kenny Gill. In addition, it was also posted on the city’s website. 
No other responses were received other than Mr. Gill, who was willing to serve.

Motion by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Commissioner Robinson to accept Kenny 
Gill as a nominee to the Canvassing Board. Motion carried unanimously. 

8. REQUEST TO APPOINT A MEMBER TO THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS 

The City Clerk announced that Twila Smith had also resigned from the Board of Adjustments, 
which left the seat vacant. She further reminded them that in January staff presented both 
Scott Woodlee and Mark Campbell’s names to fill a position on this same Board, however the 
Commission had appointed Mr. Woodlee. When this position became vacant last week, she 
had contacted Mr. Campbell to see if he was still interested in serving and he had agreed to 
serve.

At this time a motion was made by Commissioner Robinson and seconded by Commissioner 
Lynch to accept Mark Cambell to the Board of Adjustments. Motion carried unanimously.

9. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE CONTRACT WITH BEASLEY & TRAVIS 
CONSTRUCTION FOR ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES FOR THE RENOVATIONS OF 
THE LEWIS MATHEWS SPORTS COMPLEX

The City Manager explained that the city had gone out for bids on the ballfield complex and 
had received three (3) bids with Beasley & Travis Construction being the low bidder. City staff 
reviewed their bid and have prepared a contract with them. Staff was asking the Commission 
to approve the contract with Beasley & Travis Construction.

Motion by Vice-Mayor Clark and seconded by Commissioner Robinson to approve the 
contract with Beasley & Travis Construction for Architectural Services for the renovations of 
the Lewis Mathews Sports Complex.

Mayor Summerlin asked if they were still looking at the month of June for the groundbreaking. 
The City Manager responded that the city was still working with DEP and waiting for final 
documents and shared that during their conference in Tallahassee they would stop by and 
speak with them and get it moving along. He also stated that he would like to do a ribbon 
cutting for Powerline and a groundbreaking for the ballfields and try to do it on the same day. 
They have already asked the Governor’s Office to try to get the Governor here; and while 
they were in Tallahassee they would confirm a date with the Governor and coordinate to his 
schedule and make it happen.

There being no other comments, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously.
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10. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE CONTRACT WITH SOUTHERN ELEVATIONS LLC 
FOR CIVIL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE RENOVATIONS OF THE LEWIS 
MATHEWS SPORTS COMPLEX

The City Manager explained that Southern Elevations was the low bidder on this project. Staff 
had bid the project with Bermuda grass, but always knew that if they could afford it, they 
wanted to do artificial turn. He had met with the contractor and had gone through their contract 
and taken everything out relative to Bermuda grass. This had brought the contract down to 
$3,229,174.40. They had then added the alternate for the turf of $2,933,134.20 for a total of 
$6,162,308.60 and this was what staff was asking the Commission to approve tonight.

Before they approved it though, he wanted to let them know that the total project would then 
be $8,712,308.60. The State’s portion was $4 million with the developer giving $2.6 million. 
The city’s portion was $1.4 million. He noted that during budget negotiations staff would be 
asking to approve the additional amount needed of approximately $800,000 for the difference 
of the artificial turf.

The Mayor noted that the additional monies that they would have to budget would pay for 
itself in just a year or two between watering, mowing and labor. The maintenance alone on 
artificial turf was way less than real grass. He felt that this was a valid upgrade.

There being no other discussion, the Mayor entertain a motion.

Motion by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Vice-Mayor Clark to approve the contract 
with Southern Elevations LLC for the Civil Engineering Services for the Lewis Mathews Sports 
Complex.

The Mayor noted that all but the $800,000 was already budgeted and they would deal with 
the $800,000 during the upcoming budget.

There being no other comments, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously.

11. REQUEST TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 519-25 AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION 
OF A DEED TRANSFERRING CITY-OWNED REAL PROPERTY (MARKET SQUARE 
LOTS)

The City Manager explained that this was the lot that the gazebo was on and they had talked 
about making retail space. He informed them that the city had a contract with Gaby’s 
Barbershop to purchase it and this resolution authorized them to move forward with it.

Motion by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey and seconded by Commissioner Robinson to 
approve Resolution No. 519-25. Motion carried unanimously.

CITY MANAGER REPORT

The City Manager shared that the city had a great NRA event this past weekend.
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He then invited Finance Director Donald Carter to provide them with a report regarding 
garbage.

Donald advised that they had a lot of garbage only customers and right now they had about 
2,400 possible accounts. They were already trying to deal with about 1,100. He explained 
that they were having issues regarding these customers and was proposing placing the 
garbage service fee on the tax roll for garbage only customers. The City Manager further 
added that with more annexations, this would only grow and if they added this fee to the tax 
roll it would certainly make things a whole lot easier.

Commissioner Lynch questioned what percentage of these accounts were not paying. Donald 
responded that he didn’t have a specific percentage, but the main issue was knowing that 
they were on the property because there was a lack of communication from Haines City. They 
provided the water, and it was difficult to get a response from them on the status of occupancy 
on the accounts.

Brief discussion ensued regarding going ahead and doing this with all the residents in the 
city.

Commissioner Fellows-Coffey further questioned if there would be any financial issue with 
revenue flow only once a year. Donald responded that there wouldn't be.

Commissioner Robinson also asked if staff knew of any other cities doing this. Donald 
responded that he would have to reach out to other cities. The City Manager further added 
that there were other cities that had this same issue but didn’t know if the fees were placed 
on the tax roll.

It was the consensus to do all the residents and move forward with the necessary documents.

The City Manager announced that the FDIC International conference was coming up and 
staff was again looking at the purchase of a fire truck. With this, he invited JT to come up.

Fire Chief JT explained that the Department’s 2002 International was in bad shape and had 
met its life expectancy. Staff felt that it might be prudent and fiscally responsible for them to 
go to this show and see if they could find a truck. The City Manager further added that they 
currently had approximately $630,000 in Fire Impact Fees and were asking for permission to 
go up and purchase one within the range of the trade-in and what was in impact fees.

The Mayor further pointed out they have annexed a lot of property to the north, and they 
needed to start thinking about a location for a third station and also think about a combination 
of Police and Fire.

Commissioner Fellows-Coffey voiced that they needed to give them the tools to keep their 
citizens safe.

Both Vice-Mayor Clark and Commissioner Lynch agreed and felt that it was good that they 
were being proactive 

The Commission voiced their consensus.
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CITY ATTORNEY REPORT – Nothing to Report.

CITY CLERK REPORT – Nothing to Report.

CITY COMMISSION COMMENTS

Commissioner Fellows-Coffey shared that she had the privilege last week to travel to 
Tallahassee and represent the city for Polk County Day. She thanked the city for allowing her 
to do this.

She also noted that their Planning Commission meeting had been a little long and she 
understood everybody’s concerns. As she had once said, they lived where everybody else 
vacationed. They had kept a secret for a very long time, but the secret was out. Even with all 
the traffic, Davenport was still a great place to live.

She was very pleased with the different bids tonight and pointed out that they were 
significantly lower than the others in addition to both being local businesses.

She also noted that this was the last meeting in March, and they had an Election coming up 
in April. She wanted to thank Commissioner Lynch for his mentorship that he has provided 
over the years.

Commissioner Lynch stated that they had gotten a lot of good comments regarding the new 
subdivision coming and was impressed with the audience who had been very well informed 
and had brought legitimate concerns. He too had enjoyed the NRA event.

Commissioner Robinson voiced that she had attended the candidate forum last week and 
wanted to thank Tom Fellows and Scott Woodlee. She also shared that her husband, herself 
and Commissioner Lynch and his wife had attended the Ridge League of Cities dinner in 
Bartow. At the dinner they had talked about all the Bills heading to the Legislator for a vote. 
They needed to pay attention to what was going on because some of the legislative issues 
coming up would encroach upon the city’s rights. She was glad that the Mayor, the Vice-
Mayor, City Manager and Assistant City Manager were going to Tallahassee next week to 
speak with their Legislators on these issues.

She too was glad for the people that had attended the Planning Commission meeting. They 
had expressed the same questions that she had.

Vice-Mayor Clark voiced that he was excited to be part of the city’s growth and everything 
that was happening. He also felt that their directors and staff were top shelf and would put 
them against anybody. The forethought they had of being 5 to 10 years ahead was 
phenomenal and it was truly an honor to have such a team. Other cities were not as blessed 
as they were and a lot of them were not as financially secure as they were either. The City 
Manager did an amazing job and their Police and Fire were their heroes.

He also wanted to continue to see unity in the city.
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The Mayor voiced that since they would be in Tallahassee, he asked those remaining 
Commissioners to attend the SunRail meeting on Wednesday. The City Manager informed 
him that he would be back in time to attend it.

He asked them to mark their calendar for the Workshop and Special Meeting on March 31st.

He shared that they would be in Tallahassee trying to protect their rights. There were several 
pieces of legislation coming down the pipe that could affect their Home Rule and they would 
be meeting with as many State leaders as they could while they were there.

The Mayor shared that this past weekend they had held the NRA Foundation at the Tom 
Fellows Community Center. He explained that this was an organization that promoted safe 
and responsible firearm ownership and raised money to award in support of educational and 
public service programs relating to the shooting sports in the communities. He had found out 
that not only had they raised the most money in the State of Florida in the City of Davenport 
but were 6th in the Nation. He gave credit to Danny and his staff. It made him very proud that 
he got to say that they had this event in their city. It had been a phenomenal event, and they 
were able to showcase their facility.

There being no further business, the Mayor entertained a motion to adjourn which was 
provided by Commissioner Robinson and carried unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are true and correct.


