
City Commission Minutes of March 16, 2020

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City of Davenport, Florida, held Monday, March 16, 2020 
at 7:20 p.m. in the Commission Room after having been properly advertised with the following 
members present: Mayor HB Robinson and Commission Members: Vice-Mayor Brynn 
Summerlin, and Commissioner Bobby Lynch. Also present: City Manager Kelly Callihan and City 
Attorney Patrick Brackins. Absent and excused were Commissioner Fellows and Commissioner 
Kneeld due to medical reasons.

Mayor Robinson declared a quorum present and opened the meeting with invocation and a salute 
to the flag. 

PRESENTATIONS – Candy Canes for Kids presentation was provided by Steve Elias of Pennoni 
Engineers. Mr. Elias presented plaques to Danny McClain, the City, and the Sheriff’s Department 
for all their help.

APPROVAL OF ORDER OF BUSINESS

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to approve the Order 
of Business. Motion carried unanimously with no discussion.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Robert Herzog of 11 East Cypress Street asked who knew about the closing of the railroad 
crossings and why the City hadn’t notified the residents of the closings. The City Manager 
responded that the City had received notification of the closings from CSX with approximate 
dates. He further explained that CSX was the one responsible for notifying the residents, 
unfortunately it had not been as timely as everyone had hoped it would be.

There being no one else, the Mayor closed the Public Hearing.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to approve the Consent 
Agenda which consisted of the March 2, 2020 Workshop and the March 2, 2020 Regular Meeting. 
Motion carried unanimously with no discussion.

OLD BUSINESS

1. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE 918 TO 
UPDATE THE FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, TO 
REMOVE THE MINIMUM DENSITY REQUIREMENTS IN THE RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM 
AND RESIDENTIAL HIGH FUTURE LAND USE DISTRICTS

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 918 by title. 

Marisa Barmby with Central Florida Regional Planning Council explained that this was second 
reading to update the Future Land Use Element of the Comprehensive Plan to remove the 
minimum density requirements in the Residential Medium and Residential High Future Land Use 
districts. This had been presented to the Planning Commission and City Commission at their 
December 16th meetings and had been forwarded to the Department of Economic Development, 
who had issued a no comment letter on February 6th.
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The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to approve Ordinance No. 918 on its second and final reading.

Discussion ensued with the Vice-Mayor asking if there had been any changes since December 
16th and what did a no comment letter mean. Marisa responded that there were no changes and 
the no comment letter meant that they didn’t have any objections, recommendations and/or 
comments.

There being no other discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously.

2. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 933 
AUTHORIZING THE BORROWING OF MONEY FROM THE STATE REVOLVING FUND 
LOAN PROGRAM

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 933 by title. 

Utilities Director Mike Stripling advised that this was second and final reading of the Ordinance 
and there were no changes since first reading. He also added that this Ordinance authorized all 
the loan agreements.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to approve Ordinance 
No. 933 on its second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously with no discussion.

NEW BUSINESS

1. APPOINT A TEMPORARY REPLACEMENT FOR COMMISSIONER TOM FELLOWS TO
THE POLK REGIONAL WATER COOPERATIVE

The City Manager advised that Commissioner Fellows was the Primary Director on the Polk 
Regional Water Cooperative. Their Alternate Director was Commissioner Lynch, however he 
couldn’t attend the meetings at this time. Staff was asking for a temporary replacement until 
Commissioner Fellows could attend. 
At this time a motion was made by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin 
to appoint Mayor Robinson. Motion carried unanimously with no discussion.

2. REQUEST TO APPROVE REQUEST TO EXTEND NORTH BOULEVARD EAST STREET 
PAVEMENT TO PROVIDE VEHICULAR ACCESS TO PHASE 2 OF THE BELLA VITA 
SUBDIVISION

City Planner Raymond Perez provided that this was an extension of North Boulevard East to 
provide vehicular access to Phase 2 of the Bella Vita subdivision. Raymond provided that they 
would meet all the road standards outlined in the Land Development Regulations. 

For the benefit of those that weren’t in attendance during the Planning Commission Meeting, 
Engineer Heather Wertz outlined the location and route of the proposed extension.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to approve the request 
to extend North Boulevard East for the Bella Vita subdivision.
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Discussion ensued with the Vice-Mayor questioning if they would be able to clear some of this 
property for parking for Gene Carroll. The City Manager informed him that this was the plan, 
along with the addition of a field to replace the one at Adair Field once the Community Center was 
built.

There being no other discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously. 

3. APPROVAL OF DAVENPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL AGREEMENT 

The City Manager informed them that the Agreement had been reviewed by the City Attorney and 
had made the appropriate changes, which had been accepted by the Council. 

At the invitation of the Mayor, Barbara Pierson, President of the Davenport Economic 
Development Council provided a brief explanation of the Council’s endeavor to provide 
commercial development and economic growth within the city. Their goal was to help the City 
continue to grow and controlling this growth and bringing commercial into the city.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to approve the 
Economic Development Council agreement. Motion carried unanimously with the consensus of 
the Commission that this was long overdue and they looked forward to working with the EDC.

4. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 925 REQUESTING TO 
APPROVE THE ZONING AMENDMENT OF THE MYSTERY HOUSE ROAD SUBDIVISION 
FROM RESIDENTIAL 4 (R-4) TO PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD). OWNER: 
LUANNE WALSH MATTHEW. GENERAL LOCATION: SOUTH OF MYSTERY HOUSE 
ROAD & EAST OF US 17/92 SOUTH

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 925 by title. 

City Planner Raymond Perez provided that this was a Zoning Amendment request by the owner 
to approve a parcel of land from Residential 4 (R-4) to Planned Unit Development (PUD). The 
property consists of 14.92± acres and is located South of Mystery House Road and East of 17/92 
Hwy South. This project was tabled on December 16, 2019. The Project was not recommended 
because a PUD shouldn’t be a zoning standard when the City’s LDR’s had established other 
zoning designations and they should try to adhere to them as much as possible. The applicant 
had submitted the application prior to the passage of Ordinance 926 and wished to continue as a 
Planned Unit Development due to time and money already expended into this preliminary 
process.

Raymond also added that this subdivision would comply with the recently adopted Land 
Development codes and proceeded to provide the minimum lot width, minimum living area and 
setbacks.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to approve the petition 
for the zoning amendment and first reading of Ordinance No. 925. 

Discussion ensued with the Vice-Mayor noting for the record that it met the criteria of the new R-
5 Zoning District and had the 30% green space.
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There being no other discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously.

5. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 930 REQUESTING TO 
UPDATE CHAPTER 4 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES REGARDING LANGUAGE 
RELATING TO RULES FOR MAINTAIN FOWL

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 930 by title.

The Mayor opened the Public Hearing.

Barbara Pierson of 957 Bridgeford Crossing Boulevard accepted and provided that she was 
addressing them on behalf of the Davenport Economic Development Council. She further 
provided that it concerned her that they were allowing this within the city and anyone wanting to 
establish a business would have second thoughts and might not want to build a Dunkin Donuts 
and have someone with chickens behind them. In addition, as a homeowner she was facing this 
problem in her own development. She felt that they needed to raise their standards.

Lastly, she would rather see their Code Enforcement Officer out doing the things that beautified 
the city and maintained the city and help grow the city, rather than chasing chickens.

There being no one else, the Mayor closed the Public Hearing.

Commissioner Lynch voiced that he personally didn’t feel that they should do away with the 
chickens altogether. He felt that the Code Enforcement Officer would keep this Ordinance in line.

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to approve first reading 
of Ordinance No. 930.

Vice-Mayor Summerlin noted that this issue was brought to them by their Code Enforcement 
Officer because he needed some teeth to enforce the Code and he felt that they needed to back 
him up.

The Mayor suggested maybe a sunset on the Ordinance of 3 or 5 years. The Attorney advised 
that there was already a motion on the floor however it could be amended. 

Marisa drew their attention to the second requirement of the Ordinance which detailed that the 
manure had to be maintained in a fly tight bin and be kept no closer than 20 feet to any property 
line.

Steven stated that he believed he could work with this Ordinance the way it was written and the 
added requirements would help with the complaints. 

There being no other discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 931 REQUESTING TO 
UPDATE CHAPTER 5 AND CHAPTER 13.5 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCE RELATING 
TO BUIDING PERMIT AND DEVELOPMENT REVIEW FEE SCHEDULES AND 
VALUATION

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 931 by title.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.



City Commission Minutes of March 16, 2020

Page 5 of 6

Motion by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to approve Ordinance 
931 with the changes. Motion carried unanimously with no discussion.

7. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 932 REQUESTING TO AMEND 
ALL BUILDING INSPECTOR REFERENCES TO BUILDING CODE ADMINISTRATOR

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 932 by title.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to approve Ordinance 
932 on its first reading. Motion carried unanimously with no discussion. 

8. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 934 REQUESTING TO 
UPDATE LANGUAGE RELATING TO TREES AND TREE PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 934 by title. 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to approve Ordinance 
934 on its first reading. 

Discussion ensued with the Vice-Mayor reiterating his comment about the City Commission being 
able to add to the list of trees. 

There being no other discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously. 

CITY MANAGER REPORT

The City Manager informed them that moving forward they would be following the rules passed 
down on the Coronavirus. The City would be noticing restrictions on community center activities, 
rentals, and facilities and continue to monitor this and move forward with any future closing the 
city might have to do.

He also announced that there was a petition from municipalities to the Governor as it relates to 
public meetings. He would work with the Attorney on how to move forward without violation of the 
Sunshine Law. Hopefully something would happen that allowed city government to move forward. 

The Mayor asked that he share the steps that the City has already taken. The City Manager 
responded that staff has been monitoring anything that is coming in from the Governor’s office. 
Also, the Fire Chief and Human Resources Clerk had attended a meeting with Advent Health on 
suggestions to employees and taking steps to keep everyone safe and stopping the spread of the 
virus. Staff would continue to monitor information as it came through from Emergency 
Management, the County, the State and the President.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

The Attorney added that the recommendation today was that 10+ people should not meet. As the 
law exists today there are issues regarding telephonic means and meeting quorum requirements 
through this means. He further added that the City Attorneys across the state have asked the 
Governor to please issue an Executive Order and relieve some of the stricter requirements of the 
Sunshine law, which would allow public comment telephonically, which would allow public 
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comment through video and would also allow members of the Commission not to be present and 
still be considered a quorum. They were hoping that in the coming days the Governor would allow 
this.

CITY CLERK REPORT

The City Clerk announced that the March 17th Presidential Preference Election was still on as 
scheduled. She had also reached out to the Supervisor of Elections on the Municipal Election and 
it too was on as scheduled. Staff would be sending out a mass email encouraging voters to vote 
by mail.

CITY COMMISSION COMMENTS

The Vice-Mayor encouraged everyone to vote March 17th. He was positive that all precautions 
would be taken. On a different note, he encouraged city staff to move forward with the new 
community center and to reach out to the County and remind them how much money they sent 
to them in impact fees. The City Manager informed him that 2 weeks ago he had met with the 
County Manager and he was told to go through the Sports Marketing group to ask for the funding. 
He had set up a meeting for last Friday and it had been cancelled but he had met with them today. 
They were excited about the project. They were currently finalizing other projects but would be 
adding Davenport to the list. He would have a better idea of a commitment during the budget 
process.

The Vice-Mayor asked that he get with them on what they needed to do to move this forward. 

The Mayor thanked everyone for coming and encouraged everyone to wash their hands and avoid 
large crowds and obey the rules.

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Lynch and 
seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and carried unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are true and correct.

Raquel Castillo, City Clerk 


