
City of Davenport Commission Workshop Minutes of June 15, 2020

Minutes of the Workshop of the City of Davenport, Florida, held Monday, June 15, 2020 
at 5:45 p.m. in the Commission Room after having been properly advertised with the 
following members present: Mayor H.B. Robinson and Commission Members: Vice-
Mayor Brynn Summerlin, Commissioner Bobby Lynch, Commissioner Tom Fellows and 
Commissioner Brandon Kneeld. Also present: City Manager Kelly Callihan and City 
Attorney Andrew Hand.

Mayor Robinson declared a quorum present and opened the meeting. 

BUSINESS 

1. RIGHT-OF-WAY DISCUSSION

The City Manager informed them that he had talk to Jim Freeman and Rennie Heath 
about the possibility of a right-of-way easement for the proposed extension of Powerline 
Road. They were here tonight to present discussion and options on this.

Jim Freeman, representing the Cassidy Organization, took the floor and advised that they 
was there to discuss the Powerline Road extension, which was an improvement that has 
been discussed for some time by both the City and others. Mr. Freeman pointed out that 
this was a very important improvement to lessen the congestion of traffic now and in the 
future.

They were coming before them tonight to talk about a conceptual road alignment from 
Highway 17/92 to Palmetto Street/Horseshoe Creek Road. They were now in the position 
that the company and the City controlled all of the property needed to make this 
improvement. However, in order to make this extension, it would involve the Lewis 
Mathew Sports Complex. They had looked at other options in order to try to avoid the 
park. They had not considered the west side of the park since it was residential. Their first 
thought was to go east of the park and they had looked at cost estimates but it was just 
cost prohibited because of the powerline easement, the wetlands in the area and the drop 
off. Mr. Freeman informed them that they have been working with the City Manager to 
look at their options and they had looked at the feasibility of running it through the fields 
on the west side but the City Manager had informed them that this wasn’t a feasible option 
for the City because it would then not be a functional park. They have since focused on 
the east fields which are 300’ and the City Manager told them that they were primarily 
used for youth play. They have gotten their engineer to take a look to see if it was feasible 
to run the road east of the fields by shortening the fields to 200’; and they believe that it 
would be feasible.

Mr. Freeman went on to state that what they were asking tonight was for the Commission 
to authorize the City Attorney and Staff to negotiate with them to dedicate an easement 
and an eventual right-of-way. They would in turn work with the city and other stakeholders 
to get it to South Boulevard with the goal to construct this road.
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Discussion ensued with the City Manager answering Commissioner Fellows’ concern that 
they would be losing two fields. Kelly explained that the fields were currently 300’ but 
were only being used for youth play. They would lose the tennis and basketball courts 
and 100’ of the two fields on the east side.

The Vice-Mayor added that they would also be losing their future field to the north that 
they had discussed before.

The Vice-Mayor again shared his heartburn of giving up something and further stated that 
when they had talked about the Powerline Road extension, he had always envisioned it 
going further north before turning west. Commissioner Lynch expressed that he too 
thought it would be going further north before turning.

Further discussion ensued with the Commission voicing their concern with losing part of 
the park and the reduction of the fields, however they knew the importance of the road 
going through and the need to move forward to help alleviate traffic congestion.

The Vice-Mayor questioned the contractual agreements with the City of Haines City and 
if this reduction of the fields would violate the Agreements. The City Manager advised him 
that it wouldn’t and they would also be able to get out of them with a 30 day notice, if they 
wanted to.

Vice-Mayor Summerlin stated that he wanted them to be able to direct staff to start on 
conceptual plans with some thoughts process of how they were going to work around 
some of these issues and concerns. He would like to give staff the green light to move 
forward but would like to see something first for approval.  Commissioner Kneeld agreed 
and felt that the road was too important not to go ahead with this but also added that they 
needed to have serious conversations and look at what the Lewis Mathews Complex was 
going to look like in the future.

The City Manager informed them that staff would get together with Rennie and bring them 
something back for approval.

2. ANNEXATION DISCUSSION

Note: The audio from the back of the room was not very clear. The microphone picked 
up all the background noise and it was very hard to decipher what was being said. Minutes 
below are from what notes I took and what I could understand from the recording.

The City Commission joined the City Manager at the back of the room to get a better look 
at annexation plans being presented by Rennie Heath. They were shown maps detailing 
the proposed annexations, the phases of the Bella Vita subdivision and the City’s water 
service area.

The City Manager drew their attention to all the properties being proposed with 
approximately 1,000 homes. He emphasized that not annexing them in would block the
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City from going north with annexation. In addition, if they didn’t annex them and they were 
developed in the County, the County would get the impact fees and they would still deal 
with all the issues. He wanted to make sure that they knew what they were dealing with.

Rennie emphasized the hardship of trying to get individual owners to annex later rather 
than doing it now under one owner. Rennie stressed that he could either sell the lots in 
Davenport or he could sell them in the County, but Davenport had been real good to them 
and he wanted to give them this opportunity. If they annexed it now, the City would get 
the impact fees and the ad valorem.

He also pointed out that they were ready to start any day now. He did note however that 
the lots were 40’ lots. He knew there was some heartburn about this but he could sell 
them in the County just as well, but he was looking at it from the City’s standpoint to get 
the ad valorem and impact fees sooner.

Commissioner Kneeld expressed that they would be better off making the exception and 
having it built in Davenport. They also needed to make sure that Davenport would be 
benefitting financially and infrastructurally from the developments. 

The City Manager concluded that Staff would work with the Cassidy group on this and 
bring them something back. 

There being no other business meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are true and correct.

Raquel Castillo, City Clerk 


