
City of Davenport Regular Meeting Minutes of July 7, 2025 
   

  

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City of Davenport, Florida, held Monday, July 7, 2025, 
at 7:12 p.m. in the Commission Room after having been properly advertised with the following 
members present: Mayor Brynn Summerlin, Vice-Mayor Jeremy Clark, Commissioner Tom 
Fellows, Commissioner Linda Robinson, and Commissioner Donna Fellows-Coffey. Also 
present: City Manager Kelly Callihan and City Attorney Elisabeth Crane. 
 
Mayor Summerlin declared a quorum present and opened the meeting with an invocation and 
a salute to the flag. 
 
APPROVAL OF ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
Motion by Vice-Mayor Clark and seconded by Commissioner Fellows to approve the Order 
of Business. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT   
 
At this time, the Mayor asked if anyone present wished to address the City Commission on 
any item not on the agenda.   
 
Darhlene Zeanwick of 4 West Lemon Street accepted the invitation and proceeded to voice 
and point out that the separation of church and state was crucial for democracy, as shown by 
the U. S. Constitution's Establishment Clause and the absence of religious 
references. However, since the 1950s Red Scare, this principle has been 
undermined. Changes such as adding “under God” to the Pledge of Allegiance and adopting 
“In God We Trust” as the national motto enforce a Christian perspective, alienating non-
Christians. Public prayers at their meetings further excluded a significant portion of the city’s 
population and called for the removal of Christian prayer from their meetings to ensure 
representation of all citizens, reflecting the community's diversity and honoring the principle 
of separation of church and state.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows and seconded by Commissioner Robinson to approve the 
Consent Agenda, which consisted of the Minutes from June 16, 2025, Planning Commission 
Meeting and June 16, 2025, Regular Meeting. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
OLD BUSINESS  

 
1. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1391 

ASSIGNING THE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION TO 125 HUCKLEBERRY ROAD 
FROM POLK COUNTY AGRICULTURE/RESIDENTIAL RURAL (A/RR) TO CITY 
RESIDENTIAL LOW (RL) (OWNER OF RECORD: CTROD PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES INC.) 

 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1391 by title.  
 
City Planner Raymond Perez explained that this was the second and final reading of the 
ordinance, and there have been no changes since the first reading.  
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The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey and seconded by Vice-Mayor Clark to approve 
Ordinance No. 1391 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
2. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1393 

ASSIGNING THE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION TO 4050 PARK ROAD FROM POLK 
COUNTY RESIDENTIAL SUBURBAN (RS) TO CITY RESIDENTIAL LOW (RL) 
(OWNER OF RECORD: EDGARDO RAMOS PIZARRO AND LOURDES ESTER 
GRULLON ESTEVEZ) 

 
At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1393 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was the second and final reading of the ordinance, and there 
have been no changes since the first reading.  
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Robinson and seconded by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey to 
approve Ordinance No. 1393 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
3. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1394 

ASSIGNING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION TO 4050 PARK ROAD FROM POLK 
COUNTY RESIDENTIAL RURAL (RS) TO CITY SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (RE-
2) (OWNER OF RECORD: EDGARDO RAMOS PIZARRO AND LOURDES ESTER 
GRULLON ESTEVEZ) 

 
At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1394 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was the second and final reading of the ordinance, and there 
have been no changes since the first reading.  
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows and seconded by Commissioner Robinson to approve 
Ordinance No. 1394 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
4. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1398 

ANNEXING 4060 PARK ROAD (OWNER OF RECORD: ADAM BENJAMIN AND 
DEANA MARIE VANCE) 

 
At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1398 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was the second and final reading of the ordinance, and there 
have been no changes since the first reading.  
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
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Motion by Vice-Mayor Clark and seconded by Commissioner Fellows to approve Ordinance 
No. 1398 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
5. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1399 

ANNEXING 70 ALTA VISTA WAY (OWNER OF RECORD: CINTRA ENTERPRISES 
LLC) 

 
At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1399 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was the second and final reading of the ordinance, and there 
were no changes since the first reading.  
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows- Coffey and seconded by Vice-Mayor Clark to approve 
Ordinance No. 1399 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
6. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1400 

ANNEXING 104 ALTA VISTA WAY (OWNER OF RECORD: CINTRA ENTERPRISES 
LLC) 

 
At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1400 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was the second and final reading of the ordinance, and there 
were no changes since the first reading.  
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Robinson and seconded by Commissioner Fellows to approve 
Ordinance No. 1400 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
7. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1401 

ANNEXING 108 ALTA VISTA WAY (OWNER OF RECORD: CINTRA ENTERPRISES 
LLC). 

 
At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1401 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was the second and final reading of the ordinance, and there 
have been no changes since the first reading.  
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows and seconded by Commissioner Robinson to approve 
Ordinance No. 1401 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
8. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1402 

ASSIGNING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION TO 0 NORTH BOULEVARD (272704-
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723500-008039) FROM POLK COUNTY RESIDENTIAL LOW (RL) TO CITY SINGLE 
FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (RE-2) (OWNER OF RECORD: RENATO TORRES) 

 
At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1402 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was the second and final reading of the ordinance, and there 
have been no changes since the first reading.  
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Vice-Mayor Clark and seconded by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey to approve 
Ordinance No. 1402 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
9. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1403 

ANNEXING 0 HIGHWAY 547 N – PARCELS: 27-26-22-000000-014090, 27-26-22-
000000-014050, 27-26-22-000000-014040, 27-26-22-000000-014120, 27-26-22-
000000-014100, 27-26-22-000000-014030, 27-26-22-000000-014140. (OWNER OF 
RECORD: B & H LAND INVESTMENT LLC) 

 
At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1403 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was the second and final reading of the ordinance, and there 
have been no changes since the first reading.  
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey and seconded by Vice-Mayor Clark to approve 
Ordinance No. 1403 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
NEW BUSINESS        

 
1. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE FY24/25 STORMWATER TAX ROLL FOR THE CITY’S 

STORMWATER TAX ASSESSMENT 
 
Utilities Director Mike Stripling explained that this was an annual update and revenues this 
year totaled $405,797.40.  Revenues from the assessment are used solely for stormwater 
purposes.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Robinson and seconded by Vice-Mayor Clark to approve the Fiscal 
Year 24/25 stormwater tax roll. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
2. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

DAVENPORT AND THE POLK COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR LAW 
ENFORCEMENT TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND FIRE/RESCUE DISPATCHING 
SERVICES 
 

Police Chief Steve Parker explained that this was an Interlocal Agreement with the Polk 
County Sheriff’s Office for Law Enforcement Telecommunications/IT Services and 
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Fire/Rescue dispatching services.  He further informed them that the Sheriff’s Office has 
indicated that their fees will increase after the current contract, which ends on September 
30th. As outlined in the agreement, the new cost for Police services will be $78,672. 
 
Mayor Summerlin shared that for those who were not present during the budget workshop, 
the Chief had addressed this issue during his comments in the Police Department section of 
the budget. He emphasized that under no circumstances could the city afford to invest over 
$1.5 million in communications equipment and operate it and handle dispatch services for 
Police and Fire all for just $78,000 a year.  As shocking as the increase may seem, Mayor 
Summerlin noted, it was still very cost-effective when you consider what they were getting in 
return and with Davenport’s population now at around 21,000 to 22,000, maintaining strong, 
reliable communication was critical. 
 
Motion by Vice-Mayor Clark and seconded by Commissioner Fellows to approve the 
Interlocal Agreement between the City of Davenport and the Polk County Sheriff’s Office. 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
3. REQUEST TO SET THE TENTATIVE MILLAGE RATE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026 

AND SCHEDULE THE PUBLIC HEARING DATES 
 
Finance Director Donald Carter advised that the City Commission was required to set the 
tentative millage by August 2nd. He informed them that Staff had balanced the proposed 
budget for FY 2025-2026 using a millage rate of 7.2500 and were recommending this rate be 
set as the City’s tentative millage rate. He emphasized that when they set the millage that 
this would be the cap and could only be decreased once it was set.  
 
In addition, they would need to set the dates for the Public Hearings. He further informed 
them that these meetings could not be held on the same dates as either the Polk County 
School Board or the Board of County Commissioners. Therefore, both regular meetings in 
September would need to be rescheduled, and staff were recommending rescheduling the 
meetings to Thursday, September 4, 2025, and Thursday, September 18, 2025. 
 
At this time a motion was made by Commissioner Fellows and seconded by Vice-Mayor Clark 
to set the tentative millage rate for FY2025-2026 at 7.250 mills. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
In addition, a motion was made by Commissioner Robinson, seconded by Commissioner 
Fellows-Coffey to set the September meetings to Thursday, September 4th for the first Budget 
Public Hearing and Thursday, September 18th, for the second Budget Public Hearing. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
CITY MANAGER REPORT 
 
The City Manager thanked the City’s staff and all the sponsors for their efforts in making the 
4th of July celebration a success. A video of the celebration was shown on the overhead 
monitors. 
   
He also shared an update on the demolition process at the Lewis Mathews Sports Complex, 
which was currently underway. He also asked the Commission to authorize the city to declare 
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the lights and their brackets as surplus. The city had no space to store them, and they would 
be sold at auction through Central Florida Auction in Haines City.   
 
A motion was provided by Vice-Mayor Clark and seconded by Commissioner Fellows Coffey 
to declare the lights and the brackets as surplus to sell. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REPORT – Nothing to Report 
 
CITY CLERK REPORT – Nothing to Report 
 
CITY COMMISSION COMMENTS 
 
Expressing his annoyance at the speech given by the resident earlier in the evening, Mayor 
Summerlin voiced that regardless of differing views on the separation of church and state, he 
firmly believed this country was founded as One Nation Under God. He further stated that 
people often criticized the practice of opening their meetings with an invocation, yet they all 
continue to use money that says, “In God We Trust”. If someone had a problem with 
references to God in public spaces, and they really wanted to be consistent in their beliefs, 
then they needed to stop using U.S. currency because it had that message on every bill and 
coin. Everyone had the right to their own opinion, but he believed that they had the right to 
theirs as well. There might be other cities that chose not to have an invocation, but they were 
going to continue having one. They were a very inclusive city, as witness by the many 
proclamations that they approved. So, he felt that they could be inclusive of religion too. They 
have opened the floor for pastors from various denominations and faiths to offer the 
invocation, so he didn’t think they needed to change that because one person had voiced a 
different opinion. 
 
Adding to his comments, Commissioner Robinson recalled that a couple of years ago Ms. 
Zeanwick had been allowed to give the atheist invocation.  
 
Mayor Summerlin also announced that if they had missed the 4th of July celebration, they had 
missed the biggest party of the weekend. It had been awesome, and the turnout had been 
incredible. The weather had cooperated, and the fireworks show had been fantastic. The 
band was exceptional, and the food was outstanding. But best of all, they had zero issues 
throughout the event. He just hoped that the fields were ready for next year because their 
event was only getting bigger. 
 
He also wanted to give a big shoutout to the cadets who had helped with the parking.  In 
addition, he wanted to mention the kids from the four states and 12 colleges that had shown 
up to their event.   
 
Commissioner Fellows-Coffey stated that it was a little odd to be quoted back to yourself and 
she wanted to be clear that she firmly believed in the separation of church and state. She did 
believe that their Founding Fathers had included that for a reason, and it certainly had its 
rightful place. But having said that she also believed that they were a country that was literally 
founded on religious freedom and not being told how to pray or where to pray.   
 
She was a big proponent of inclusivity, but they couldn’t let their common sense get lost along 
the way. To make the comment that people weren’t coming to their meetings and feeling like 
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they could voice their opinions because 35% of their residents didn’t want to hear the 
invocation, she found this very misleading because it wasn’t like they did the prayer in the 
middle of the meeting. If that part bothered them, then come to the meetings at 7:10 p.m. If it 
bothered them that much, reach out to city staff and they would be more than happy to let 
them know when it was over and they could come back into the room. To insinuate that their 
Vice-Mayor was pushing his own religion, he only did the invocation when asked to do so. 
The past two meetings they had different pastors from different churches do their invocation.  
 
She saw her point but didn’t see any reason to change the way they did things. She would 
have appreciated it if she had stayed to listen to the rest of the meeting, or even the budget 
meeting earlier.   
 
Commissioner Fellows-Coffey also stated that the entire city staff had done a tremendous job 
getting everything ready for the 4th of July. The celebration went off without a hitch and it had 
been a great time. Every Department in the city was top-notch and had done an incredible 
job. 
 
Commissioner Robinson took a moment to echo what the Mayor and Commissioner Fellows-
Coffey had already said about the July 4th event and wanted to thank the city staff. 
 
She also had the opportunity to represent the city, along with Commissioner Fellows and 
Commission Fellows-Coffey at the Polk County Historical Society’s annual luncheon. She 
wanted to extend her congratulations to Warren and Ginger McKnight for being named 
Pioneers of the Year. The McKnight family had played a significant role in the development 
of the city and this recognition was well deserved. 
 
She also had the opportunity to represent the city at Polk Correctional Institute for their “Build 
Your Workforce Florida” open house. They had the chance to see how individuals are being 
prepared to reenter the world, how the correctional facility equips them with the skills and 
support they need to successfully assimilate back into society.   
 
She shared that there had been several ribbon cuttings recently, and one thing that had stood 
out to her was that no matter where in Greater Davenport these events took place, the 
business owners were proud to be associated with Davenport. Even those outside of the city 
limits still considered themselves part of Davenport. This was something they should be proud 
of because it reflected the hard work the city has done to build a strong reputation as a place 
where people want to live, work, and run their businesses. 
 
Commissioner Fellows echoed everyone else’s comments and truly hoped they never saw 
the day when they didn’t start the meetings with some form of invocation.  To the Vice-Mayor, 
he wanted to apologize to him for having to sit through that, especially since it seemed to be 
directed primarily at him. As Commissioner Fellows-Coffey had said, this country was 
founded on Christian values and beliefs, and those principles had served them well for over 
250 years and he didn’t see any need to change it now.   
 
As for the 4th of July event, it was a great event and praised the entire staff for their hard work. 
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He was also very pleased with the budget presentation earlier in the evening. Yes, they were 
spending more money, but they were saving in the long run and were still taking care of their 
employees.   
 
Vice–Mayor Clark voiced that the 4th of July event had been amazing. The level of foresight 
and planning their staff had put into making that event happen was truly impressive. It was 
top shelf work, plain and simple. He too praised everyone involved in making it run so 
smoothly. 
 
As far as the budget, he truly believed that the reason they were seeing the Governor’s 
support and involvement was because they are fiscally sound, and this was a real credit to 
their staff, and they deserved praise for that. 
 
He also thanked both the Police and Fire Departments for everything they did. Their 
dedication and service to their community did not go unnoticed and they were greatly 
appreciated. 
 
As for the statements made by Darhlene Zeanwick, he didn’t feel the need to defend Jesus, 
He could defend himself. He heard these kinds of comments from her often. Every time they 
did something in the community, she was usually the first to criticize him. But it didn’t offend 
him. He knew there was one true God, and only one God. She was entitled to say what she 
wanted; it didn’t hurt his feelings.   
 
Commissioner Fellows-Coffey also announced that the Historical Society was showcasing 
their citrus label exhibit and encouraged everyone else to go by and see it, as it was a great 
part of their local history.   
 
Commissioner Robinson also wanted to thank Corey Stripling and Chief Torrence for 
attending the SunRail planning meeting last month. She also thanked Chief Parker and his 
officers. She has heard a lot of positive feedback about their traffic enforcement efforts.  
 
There being no further business, the Mayor entertained a motion to adjourn, which was 
provided by Vice–Mayor Clark and carried unanimously.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m. 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are true and correct. 
 

 
 


