
Planning Commission Minutes of January 6, 2020

Minutes of the Planning Commission of the City of Davenport, Florida, held Monday, 
January 6, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. in the Commission Room after having been properly 
advertised with the following members present: Mayor HB Robinson and Commission 
Members: Vice-Mayor Brynn Summerlin, Commissioner Bobby Lynch, Commissioner 
Tom Fellows and Commissioner Brandon Kneeld. Also present: City Manager Kelly 
Callihan and City Attorney Andrew Hand.

Mayor Robinson declared a quorum present and opened the meeting. 

BUSINESS 

1. ORDINANCE 926 – PUBLIC HEARING AND REQUEST TO APPROVE THE
CREATION OF A LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (R-5) ZONING DISTRICT 

Marisa Barmby with the Central Florida Regional Planning Council presented a 
PowerPoint (on file) detailing the proposed R-5 Zoning District. She explained that under 
the current Land Development Regulations, there were no zoning districts that permitted 
50-foot wide lots. She noted that several of the recently proposed residential 
developments have submitted applications to rezone to Planned Unit Development to 
obtain 50-foot wide lots and smaller side yard setbacks. The proposed R-5 zoning district 
provides for 50-foot wide lots and also requires open space and recreational amenities.  
She further outlined the table of permitted uses and setback requirements.

At this time the Mayor opened the Public Hearing.

Joyce Hunter of 15 West Boulevard South voiced that they had gone through their LDR’s 
and had changed what needed to be changed. They had moved forward so why were 
they going back to accommodate someone. They could only pack so many houses into 
the City. If they approved this, they were going to be using more of their resources.

Sharon Garrett of Carl Boozer Road provided that it would seem to her that they were 
limiting themselves with the smaller lots. 

There being no one else, the Mayor closed the Public Hearing and entertained a motion. 

Motion by Commissioner Fellows and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to recommend 
to the City Commission approval of Ordinance 926 to create the R-5 Zoning District.

Discussion ensued with Commissioner Kneeld voicing that they had been clear that they 
didn’t want the 50-foot lots. He was concern that they were behind on their infrastructure 
already and didn’t feel that they were going in the right direction by going with 50-foot lots.

Commissioner Fellows pointed out that the city’s neighbor to the south had 50-foot lots 
and the County had 40-foot lots. This growth was coming whether they did it or someone 
else did. If they were going to do it then they needed to allow the 50-foot lots. This was 
where the market was and they should take advantage of it.
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Commissioner Lynch concurred and further pointed out they would still be using their 
roads. They were still going to be built through the County regardless and they needed to 
take advantage of this.

Vice-Mayor Summerlin advised that he was not a fan of the smaller lots but he understood 
the market. He saw their point with the County situation and he understood that the 
County was going to “rubberstamp” them and it would become their problem anyways 
infrastructurewise. He would like the city to grow but he had concern with the safety of 
being able to get between the houses to get to the back yard. If they could mitigate the 
space between homes to where they could get through for the strict purposes of safety, 
he would feel a whole lot better about the lot width.

The Mayor saw everyone’s point but he too was tired of mowing his big yard. He 
understood the market and the wants of the younger generation.

Commissioner Kneeld concluded by asking “was the market selling 50’ lots because it 
was what was being bought or what was being built”?

The Vice-Mayor asked if they would be able to decide where the zoning areas would be 
designated R-5. The Attorney responded that they would be however if a developer or 
property owner came to them for a rezoning they would have to provide substantial 
evidence why it should be rezoned. The Commission wasn’t tied to rezoning it but they 
would have provide why it shouldn’t be rezoned.

In conclusion, the Attorney recommended amending the motion to include a consistency 
finding of the Comprehensive Plan.

At this time Commissioner Fellows amended his motion to recommend to the City 
Commission approval of Ordinance 926 and to find it consistent with the Comprehensive 
Plan. The second was provided by Commissioner Lynch and carried with Vice-Mayor 
Summerlin and Commissioner Kneeld opposing.

2. RESOLUTION 438-20 – PUBLIC HEARING AND REQUEST TO APPROVE THE 
ADOPTION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS MANUAL OF STANDARDS TO INCLUDE 
PART I: ENGINEERING STANDARDS AND PART II: UTILITY SPECIFICATIONS 
AND TECHNICAL STANDARDS FOR THE CITY OF DAVENPORT 

Marisa provided that this Resolution adopted the Public Works Manual. She further 
explained that Appendices A-C were being deleted from the Land Development 
Regulations through a companion Ordinance. As part of the LDR update process, it was 
determined that it made more sense to remove these appendices from the LDRs and 
have them adopted as a standalone document. This allowed staff and the Commission 
to make amendments through a single hearing process.

At this time the Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.
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Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Kneeld to recommend 
to the City Commission to approve Resolution 438-20. Motion carried unanimously with 
no discussion.

There being no other business, a motion to adjourn was made by Vice-Mayor Summerlin 
and seconded by Commissioner Kneeld. Motion carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are true and correct.

Raquel Castillo, City Clerk 


