
City of Davenport City Commission Minutes of February 3, 2020

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City of Davenport, Florida, held Monday, February 3, 
2020 7:00 p.m. in the Commission Room after having been properly advertised with the 
following members present: Mayor HB Robinson and Commission Members: Vice-Mayor 
Brynn Summerlin, Commissioner Bobby Lynch, and Commissioner Brandon Kneeld. Also 
present: City Manager Kelly Callihan and City Attorney Andrew Hand. Absent and excused 
was Commissioner Tom Fellows who was in the hospital.

Mayor Robinson declared a quorum present and opened the meeting with invocation and a 
salute to the flag.

PROCLAMATION – The City Clerk read the School Choice Week Proclamation out loud.

Before proceeding with the business at hand, the Vice-Mayor updated everyone on 
Commissioner Fellows. He announced that the ventilator had been removed and he was 
talking and ready to come home.

The Mayor also announced that the City has sponsored a Toys for Tots event for years. They 
had presented the City with an appreciation plaque and he wanted to extend his appreciation 
to Danny McClain, Deborah Burress, the Fire Department, the Police Department and all the 
citizens that had helped.

APPROVAL OF ORDER OF BUSINESS

Motion by Commissioner Kneeld and seconded by Vice-Mayor to approve the Order of 
Business. Motion carried unanimously with no discussion.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Frieda Priest of 105 E. Maple Street questioned the traffic for buses at the school. The City 
Manager responded that the children would be lined up on Suwannee and then go down the 
alley behind the parking lot and pull around and parent drop off would be in front of the 
cafeteria. There was a loop on the other side of the cafeteria for the buses but he wasn’t sure 
which direction they would go.

The City Manager also announced that there was a meeting scheduled for Thursday in the 
Commission Chambers at 6pm to discuss the boundaries of the school.

Tony Steward of 121 West Murphy Street just wanted to bring to their attention the traffic 
diversion in Jamestown of people trying to jump traffic because of the congestion. The City 
Manager informed him that the Police Department would monitor this.

In addition, Mr. Steward questioned the alleviation of traffic flow on Highway 17/92. The Mayor 
informed him that he had just attended a meeting and one of the things they had mentioned 
was looking at four-laning the road.

Twila Steward Smith of 305 West Magnolia Street asked if the resurfacing project in 
Jamestown was complete. Public Services Direct Darryl Koon responded that they still 
needed to stripe the streets and they had to go back and patch an area where someone had 
pulled in a tractor trailer and damaged the street.
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Twila further pointed out that in her opinion it looked nowhere finished. It looked uneven to 
her and did not even look nice. She asked if any of them had gone by and looked at them. 
She would be onboard with them if they did go by and said it was okay, however she doubted 
that once they did they would agree with her.

The Mayor thanked her for bringing it to their attention. 

There being no one else, the Mayor closed Public Comment. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to approve the 
Consent Agenda which included the Minutes from the January 6, 2020 Planning Commission 
meeting, the January 6, 2020 Regular Meeting and the street closures for the Grills Gone 
Wild and Bay Street Car Show events.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

There being no discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously.  

OLD BUSINESS - None 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF ELECTIONS AGREEMENT

The City Clerk advised that the Agreement outlined the responsibilities of the Supervisor of 
Elections and the City of Davenport.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Kneeld to approve the 
Elections Agreement. Motion carried unanimously with no discussion.

2. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 927 AMENDING
CHAPTER 6, SECTION 6-7 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES

The Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 927 by title.

The City Clerk explained that the current ordinance provided for the certification of the 
Election and the Post-Audit to occur on the third day following the Election. However, it did 
not provide for alternative procedures in the case of a holiday, emergency or unforeseen 
circumstances. She further explained that this year, the third day fell on Good Friday and City 
Hall offices were closed. It was the recommendation of the Attorney that the ordinance be 
changed to provide for this. In addition, the ordinance provided for a designee to be named 
to perform the duties of the City Clerk in the event of unforeseen circumstances and also 
provided for the Canvassing Board to appoint its Chair and Vice-Chair at a meeting prior to 
election night.
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The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Commissioner Kneeld to approve 
Ordinance No. 927 on its first reading. Motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Kneeld questioned the section that detailed the City Clerk’s designee. He was 
directed to Section 6-7 on page 1 of the Ordinance. 

3. REQUEST TO APPOINT MEMBERS TO SERVE ON THE CITY’S CANVASSING 
BOARD FOR THE 2020 APRIL ELECTION

The City Clerk announce that in order to prepare for the upcoming Election the City 
Commission needed to appoint three (3) full-time members and two (2) alternates to its 
Canvassing Board. Staff had reached out to residents that had served in last year’s election 
or in previous elections. These included: Wiley Broom, Kenny Gill, Joyce Hunter, Emma 
Snipes and Delores Wilson and they had all accepted.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Kneeld to appoint Kenny 
Gill, Joyce Hunter and Emma Snipes as full time members and Wiley Broom and Delores 
Wilson as Alternates. Motion carried unanimously with no discussion.

4. REQUEST TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 439-20 PERMITTING THE SALE AND 
CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL FOR THE GRILLS GONE WILD BBQ COMPETITION 
& BAY STREET CLASSIC CAR SHOW

Parks & Recreation Superintendent Danny McClain explained that the City was hosting the 
Grills Gone Wild BBQ Competition and the Bay Street Classic Car Show. Staff was asking 
for the approval to allow Four C’s Concessions LLC to sell alcohol during these events on 
February 14th and 15th.

Vice-Mayor Summerlin questioned if they had used them before. Danny answered that they 
had. 

It was noted that the Resolution limited the sell and consumption within the confines of the 
street closures, being Bay Street and Market Street. 

The Mayor opened the Public Hearing. 

Frieda Priest of 105 E. Maple Street asked if there were any distance limitations because of 
the church in the area.

It was noted that they had done it in the past and within the confines of Bay and Market. 
In answer to Dr. Headley Oliver’s question from the audience, staff informed him that there 
had been no disturbances from anyone because of alcohol consumption.
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The City Clerk further cited Municode which exempted distance requirements if the property 
was owned by the City and if the City Commission approved the sell and consumption by 
Resolution.

There being no one else, the Mayor closed the Public Hearing.

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Resolution 439-20 by title.

The Attorney noted some changes that had come in after the agenda had gone out and were 
not listed in the Resolution. He drew their attention to Page 2 which listed Tantrums Lakeside 
Grill. This section needed to list Four C’s Concessions, LLC, a Florida limited liability 
company, d/b/a “Tantrum’s Lakeside Grill” instead; and asked that the motion referenced 
approval of the changes.

At this time a motion was made by Commissioner Kneeld and seconded by Vice-Mayor 
Summerlin to approve Resolution 439-20 with the changes that it was Four C’s Concession 
LLC as opposed to Tantrums Lakeside Grill. Motion carried unanimously with no further 
discussion.

5. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 929 AUTHORIZING 
THE BORROWING OF NOT TO EXCEED $650,000 TO FINANCE THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW FIRE SUB-STATION

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 929 by title.

Finance Director Donald Carter explained that the Ordinance authorized the city to borrow 
money not to exceed $650,000. At their next meeting they would have second reading of the 
ordinance along with a Resolution approving the loan agreement. For the benefit of the 
audience, Donald explained that this was a budgeted item and had been discussed several 
times before.

The Vice-Mayor asked if they had any idea of what the amount was going to be. Donald 
responded that it was hard to say but it would be $600,000 plus some legal expenditures from 
the bank. The Attorney inserted that this was just a limit to give them flexibility.

The Mayor opened the Public Hearing and also provided that this was for the new sub-station 
off North Boulevard.

Twila Steward Smith of 305 W. Magnolia Street asked if they were borrowing money to finish 
the building. The Vice-Mayor responded that they had basically proceeded with the 
construction to get a total amount of what they needed to borrow. Donald added that the 
amount being financed was not the full amount of the construction project.

Tony Steward of 121 W. Murphy Street noted that originally this project included Davenport, 
Haines City and Polk County and asked what had happened. He was informed that both 
Haines City and the County had backed out. Vice-Mayor Summerlin further added that 
originally they had planned on a bigger facility with their plan of inviting Haines City and/or 
the County to join them financially. They had both chosen not to participate and the City had 
downsized the station in order for the City to be able to finance it. The Vice-Mayor pointed
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out that if he was still on the Commission and if either of these entities asked to join the City, 
he promised that they would pay dearly.

There being no one else, the Mayor closed the Public Hearing.

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to approve 
Ordinance No. 929 on its first reading to authorize the borrowing of not to exceed $650,000 
for the financing of the construction of the new fire sub-station.

Brief discussion ensued on the timeline of completion with the Fire Chief providing the date 
of February 27th and the City Manager noting that they would have a better answer at the 
February 17th meeting and would be looking at asking for a ribbon cutting in March.

There being no further discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously.

6. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A 150KW TRAILER MOUNTED 
GENERATOR INCLUDED IN THE FY2019-2020 BUDGET FROM MID-FLORIDA 
DIESEL WITH PRICING EQUAL TO OR LESS THAN THE FLORIDA SHERIFFS 
ASSOCIATION PROGRAM

Utilities Director Mike Stripling explained that budgeted was a 200kw but after a review of all 
the facilities, they felt that a 150kw was more than enough. Mike also noted that this was 
being purchased through the Sheriff’s contract. In addition, the cost of this generator was 
$94,126 and they had budgeted $99,890 which was a small savings.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Kneeld to approve the 
purchase of the 150kw trailer mounted generator for the appropriate department. Motion 
carried unanimously with no discussion.

7. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A KUBOTA L SERIES MACHINE 
(TRACTOR) INCLUDED IN THE FY2019-2020 BUDGET FROM POLK TRACTOR 
COMPANY WITH PRICING PROVIDED BY THE CITY OF DAVENPORT’S 
MEMBERSHIP IN THE SOURCEWELL COOPERATIVE PURCHASING GROUP 

Mike advised that this was a request to approve the purchase of a Kubota L Series tractor 
included in the budget from Polk Tractor Company with pricing provided by the City’s 
membership in the Sourcewell cooperative purchasing group for a cost not to exceed 
$35,124.12. Mike pointed out that $35,000 was budgeted between Streets and Wastewater. 
The $124 over budget would be used from the savings on the threading machine.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to approve the 
purchase of the tractor.
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Discussion ensued with Commissioner Lynch asking what kind of tractor this was. He was 
informed that this was strictly a tractor with a bucket that would be used for bush hogging, 
etc.

There being no other discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously.

8. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A UTILITY TRUCK INCLUDED IN THE 
FY2019-2020 BUDGET FROM JARRETT GORDON WITH PRICING EQUAL TO OR 
LESS THAN THE FLORIDA SHERIFFS ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES PROGRAM

Mike explained that this was included in the budget at $60,000. Staff had underestimated the 
cost and would only be buying the truck this year and would have to come back to them next 
year for the crane. The cost of the crane had gone up considerably since last year and both 
the truck and crane would cost them around $112,000.

Discussion ensued with the Commission questioning if they should purchase the crane before 
the price went up any further. Mike responded that the price would be locked in through the 
state contract but they would check next year to make sure that it could be locked in through 
October.

The Vice-Mayor asked what they were doing when they needed a crane. Mike responded 
that the City had a crane but they had to pay for someone to pull the pumps from the lift 
stations. The Vice-Mayor further asked what were they paying to have this done each time 
and how many times were they doing it. He was trying to determine the cost of doing this 
versus the cost of going ahead and buying the equipment. Mike answered that they were 
having to do this about 5 times a year at a cost of $2,500 each time.

Having answered his question, the Vice-Mayor voiced that they could wait until next year for 
this purchase. 

The Mayor opened the Public Hearing.

Tony Steward of 121 West Murphy Street questioned who was qualified to run this kind of 
equipment. Mike responded that he had a couple of qualified and certified employees that 
were capable of running this equipment.

There being no one else the Mayor closed the Public Hearing.

Motion by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Commissioner Kneeld to approve the 
purchase of the utility truck in the 2019/2020 budget. Motion carried unanimously with no 
further discussion.

CITY MANAGER REPORT

The City Manager announced that the Mayor had been inducted into the Chamber of 
Commerce’s Hall of Fame.

He also drew their attention to the monthly Department reports and Project List. In addition, 
he provided a brief PowerPoint presentation of the ongoing projects.
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Once again he reminded everyone of the Grills Gone Wild and Car Show and the Davenport 
Elementary School meeting this Thursday in the Commission Chambers at 6pm to discuss 
the boundaries of the school.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT – Nothing to report 

CITY CLERK REPORT 

The City Clerk reminded them of the Ridge League of Cities dinner on the 13th. 

The Mayor inserted that at this meeting the area Chamber’s would be discussing Home Rule. 

CITY COMMISSION COMMENTS

Commissioner Kneeld reminded everyone of the Chat with a Commissioner. In addition, his 
son had taken his first step.

Commissioner Lynch voiced that he was glad that the water project was under way.

The Vice-Mayor congratulated the Mayor on his award. He too was looking forward to the 
upcoming events. The waterline project was a pet project of his and glad that it was coming 
along. The upcoming sewer line for the school was also progressing. He too was concern 
with traffic on Maple Street and the closeness of the buildings to the road. He was anxious to 
see how everything was addressed and come together.

The Mayor announced that during his meeting this morning with other Mayors and 
Congressman Darren Soto, Mr. Soto had brought up the misunderstanding between Haines 
City and Davenport on the zip code address change. Mr. Soto had assured him that it had 
not come from his office and he had not approved it and knew nothing about it. Mr. Soto would 
be sending a letter to the Post Office on their inefficiency on how they had handled the matter.

In addition, transportation was also on the agenda at this meeting with US 27 being 
discussed. They had also mentioned the Brightline-Virgin train and having a stop at Posner 
Park sometime in the near future.

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Kneeld 
and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin. Motion carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m.

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are true and correct.

Raquel Castillo, City Clerk 


