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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City of Davenport, Florida, held Monday, February 17, 
2020 7:00 p.m. in the Commission Room after having been properly advertised with the 
following members present: Mayor HB Robinson and Commission Members: Vice-Mayor 
Brynn Summerlin, Commissioner Bobby Lynch, and Commissioner Brandon Kneeld. Also 
present: City Manager Kelly Callihan and City Attorney Andrew Hand. Absent and excused 
was Commissioner Tom Fellows who was in the hospital.

Mayor Robinson declared a quorum present and opened the meeting with invocation and a 
salute to the flag. 

PROCLAMATION – The Relay for Life Proclamation was read out loud by the City Clerk. 

APPROVAL OF ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The City Manager asked that Items 3 and 4 under New Business be removed from the 
Agenda. These would be presented at the next meeting. 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to approve the 
Order of Business. Motion carried unanimously with no discussion. 

PUBLIC COMMENT

Dr. Headley Oliver commended the City for everything they were doing.

Barbara Pierson of 957 Bridgeford Crossing Boulevard also accepted and commended the 
City and the Staff for the amazing events held this past weekend. She had gotten nothing but 
good comments on the event and the staff. They had broken a record at the Car Show with 
fifty cars showing up.

There being no one else, the Mayor closed the Public Hearing. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Commissioner Kneeld and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to approve the 
Consent Agenda which consisted of the February 3, 2020 Workshop and the February 3, 
2020 Regular Meeting Minutes. Motion carried unanimously with no discussion.

OLD BUSINESS

1. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE 926
CREATING A LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (R-5) ZONING DISTRICT

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 926 by title.
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Marisa Barmby with the Central Florida Regional Planning Council announced that this was 
second reading of this ordinance and presented a PowerPoint (on file) detailing the proposed 
R-5 Zoning District. She explained that under the current Land Development Regulations, 
there were no zoning districts that permitted 50-foot wide lots. She noted that several of the 
recently proposed residential developments have submitted applications to rezone to 
Planned Unit Development to obtain 50-foot wide lots and smaller side yard setbacks. The 
proposed R-5 zoning district provides for 50-foot wide lots and also requires open space and 
recreational amenities. She further outlined the table of permitted uses and setback 
requirements. This had been approved by the both the Planning Commission and City 
Commission, January 6th.

The Mayor open and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Commissioner Lynch to approve Ordinance 926. The second was provided by 
the Vice-Mayor for the sake of discussion.

Discussion ensued with Commissioner Kneeld again voicing that he still didn’t feel that this 
was the direction they had intended to go. They had spent money and time on this item and 
it completely went against what they had approved and he didn’t feel that this was in the best 
interest of the City at this time.

Commissioner Lynch stated that he was used to seeing the 50-foot lots. The times had 
changed and the needs and wants of the residents were not large yards.

The Vice-Mayor stated that he had been doing quite a bit of research himself since this had 
come up. He had talked with not only developers but he had talked to builders and they were 
telling him that the market and what the younger families were looking for were smaller homes 
and smaller yards. He had been back and forth on this and it went against things he believed 
in but he also knew he had to be prepared to change with the times.

Mayor Robinson pointed out that times were changing and people now were looking for 
smaller lots. In his opinion, they had to meet this change. Another important matter he had 
looked at was water conservation. Further pointing out that with a smaller yard there was less 
water being used. He too had changed his thoughts on this and was no longer an advocate 
of bigger lots.

Sensing the direction the Commission was heading on this, Commissioner Kneeld asked if 
they would entertain the idea of additional requirements for public parking or limiting this to 
Residential Medium or even just a widening of the right-of-way. He asked that they at least 
take some proactive steps to minimize some of the problems that came with smaller lots.

Vice-Mayor Summerlin pointed out that within this ordinance there was a requirement for 
open space/green space. Marisa inserted that it did and it could be amended to include a 
potential element of parking available for overnight residents or visitors that could be 
incorporated into it as language.

The Vice-Mayor further asked Commissioner Kneeld his thoughts on the parking equation 
and whether he was looking at a percentage or a certain number per home. Commissioner 
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Kneeld responded that they could go with one (1) spot per five (5) houses to provide some 
relief. Commission Lynch felt that this was too many.

Inviting engineer Dennis Wood to the floor, the City Manager asked him the number of “extra” 
parking spaces at Orchid Grove subdivision. Mr. Woods responded that this was a 400 unit 
subdivision with about 25-30 spaces in front of the club house and another 15-20 spaces near 
the dog trail/green space area.

Commission Kneeld concluded by explaining that his thought process was that he didn’t want 
to get into the situation where the developer was going to come in and do the bare minimum 
of the requirements.

There being no further discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried with 
Commissioner Kneeld opposing.

2. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 927
AMENDING CHAPTER 6, SECTION 6-7 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance 927 by title.

The City Clerk announced that this was second and final reading of the Ordinance. The 
Ordinance allows for the certification of the Election and the Post-Audit to be designated on 
a day other than the third day after the election in the case of a holiday or any unforeseen 
circumstances. It also allows for a designee to be named in the absence of the City Clerk 
and also provides for the Canvassing Board to appoint its Chair and Vice-Chair at a meeting 
prior to election night.

Commissioner Kneeld asked if there were any changes since first reading. The City Clerk 
answered that there were no changes. 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Kneeld to approve 
Ordinance No. 927 on its second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously with no 
further discussion.

3. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 929 
AUTHORIZING THE BORROWING OF NOT TO EXCEED $650,000 TO FINANCE THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW FIRE SUB-STATION

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance 929 by title.

Finance Director Donald Carter provided that this was second and final reading of the 
ordinance and there were no changes since first reading. He further noted the tabling of the 
companion Resolution which would be ready for presentation at the next meeting. Donald 
further informed them that when they had initially gone out for this the interest rate was 4.13% 
and now it looked like it would be 2.86%.
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In answer to the Vice-Mayor’s question, Donald responded that this was still not to exceed 
$650,000. 

The Mayor open and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to approve 
Ordinance No. 929 authorizing the borrowing of money not to exceed $650,000. 

There being no further discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried with 
Commissioner Kneeld opposing. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 928 TO ESTABLISH THE
EAST 547 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT (CDD)

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 928 by title.

City Planner Raymond Perez explained that this was the request to establish the East 547 
Community Development District, which consisted of approximately 122.00 +/- acres of land 
located west of Highway 17/92, south of Davenport Boulevard, east of Lake Davenport, north 
of Olsen Road.

Raymond explained that the District would finance, construct, and install improvements and 
facilities to benefit the lands within the District in two (2) phases over an estimate five (5) year 
period. In addition, the District would install all infrastructure and maintain them without 
imposing an additional burden on the general public.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Commissioner Kneeld and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to approve 
Ordinance No. 928 establish the East 547 Community Development District. Motion carried 
unanimously with no discussion.

2. REQUEST TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 440-20 APPROVING THE FINAL PLAT
FOR SOUTHERN CROSSING 

At this time the Attorney was instructed to reading Resolution No. 440-20 by title. 

Raymond provided that this resolution approved the final plat for the Southern Crossing 
subdivision and allowed the developer to record it. 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Commissioner Kneeld and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to approve 
Resolution No. 440-20 approving the final plat for Southern Crossing.
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Discussion ensued with the Vice-Mayor asking Raymond to explain the external 
housekeeping items the developer needed to do that he had mentioned during the Planning 
Commission. Raymond responded that they had put up a bond which was in place to ensure 
that the amenities, sidewalks, the wall, etc. were completed.

There being no further discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously.

5. SET DATE FOR THE 2019 STATE OF THE CITY 

The City Manager announced that the presentation was ready and staff was looking for 
presentation on March 2nd right after the Regular Meeting. The City Manager further assured 
them that the agenda that night would be light.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Commissioner Kneeld to set the 2019 
State of the City after their Regular Commission meeting on March 2nd. Motion carried 
unanimously with no discussion.

6. REQUEST TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 442-20 SUPPORTING THE BRIGHTLINE-
VIRGIN TRAINS ESTABLISHING A RAIL STOP NORTH OF DAVENPORT AT I-4 & US 
27

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Resolution No. 442-20 by title.

Mayor Robinson announced that he and the City Manager had attended a meeting and there 
had been discussion about the potential to build a local stop in Polk County north of Davenport 
at I-4 and Highway 27 along the Orlando-Tampa route. They were asking for a Resolution of 
support from all the City Commissions.

The Mayor opened the Public Hearing.

Joyce Hunter of 15 West Boulevard South informed them that she had been in 
Melbourne/Cocoa area and she had witnessed the size of it. She further voiced that this would 
be privately funded and thought it was a great idea and they should get on board.

There being no one else, the Mayor closed the Public Hearing.

Motion by Commissioner Kneeld and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to approve 
Resolution 442-20 supporting the Bright-Line Virgin Trains.

Discussion ensued with Commissioner Kneeld voicing that he was glad that they were putting 
this together right now. As a member on the Transportation Committee he had gotten a 
preview of their proposed Orlando-Tampa extension about a year ago and at that time they 
were talking about a stop at Lakeland and he had told them that if they were seriously 
considering stops in Polk county that they should look at I-4 and Highway 27. He was happy 
that they were realizing the value of this area.
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The Vice-Mayor announced that he had the opportunity to look at the end portion of this deal 
down in Miami and it was massive. High Speed Rail was something that this state needed. If 
there were ways to get people off the highway and get them on public transportation, it was 
economical for the families and stress reducing for those on the road. He felt that they needed 
to support this.

There being no further discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously.

7. REQUEST TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 443-20 SUPPORTING THE BANNING OF 
TRUCKS FROM THE LEFT LANE ON US 27 FROM FLORIDA ROUTE 60 NORTH TO 
I-4

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Resolution 443-20 by title. 

The Mayor again provided that this too had come up during their meeting and they were 
looking for support from the cities. 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Commissioner Kneeld and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to approve 
Resolution No. 443-20 supporting the banning of trucks from the left lane on US 27 from 
Florida Route 60 north to I-4.

The Vice-Mayor’s opposition to this was alleviated by the knowledge that it was all a six-lane 
highway and not a four-lane. The Vice-Mayor further stated that he did not want to restrict 
commercial access.

There being no further discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously. 

8. REQUEST TO ACCEPT THE BID TO RENOVATE THE BUILDING AND PERMITTING 
OFFICES 

Building Official Cliff Smith advised that staff had received four (4) bids as a result of an 
advertisement with the low bidder being Bobby T. Construction in the amount of $238,000. 

In answer to the Vice-Mayor’s questions, the City Manager responded that this was well under 
budget. 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to accept the bid 
to renovate the building and permitting offices to Bobby T. Construction. 

There being no other discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously.
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CITY MANAGER REPORT

The City Manager thanked all the City Staff for helping at the Grills Gone Wild and the Car 
Show.

He also wanted to share that the City had been notified by CSX about their crossing project.  
Also within their email it had said that CSX would be responsible for all the notifications and 
signage and reader boards to let the citizens know about the closures. Witnessing them 
starting work on the crossings, both the Fire Chief and Police Chief had immediately made 
sure that the City had coverage on both sides of the town. Haines City and the County had 
both been notified and at no time was the city ever not covered. Staff had also made sure 
that they worked with the contractor to finish this as quickly as possible.

He had also made contact with them again today and he was informed that the crossings at 
Magnolia Street and Bargain Barn Road should be opened tomorrow. Staff would continue 
to work closely with CSX and the contractor.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT – Nothing to report 

CITY CLERK REPORT 

The City Clerk announced that qualifying started at noon today and would end this Friday at 
noon for the Mayor’s Seat and City Commission Seat 4.

CITY COMMISSION COMMENTS 

Commissioner Kneeld voiced his appreciation to all the staff that had been involved with the 
events and all the projects going on around the city. 

Commissioner Lynch also commended staff on the Grills Gone Wild. 

Before continuing with the Vice-Mayor, the City Manager announced that all the streets in 
Jamestown had been corrected.

The Vice-Mayor shared comments from the Bar-B-Que contestants on how well they were 
treated and they appreciated everything staff had done for them. He also announced that 
Davenport was the only city in the state of Florida that had two Bar-B-Que events that were 
sanctioned by the Bar-B-Que Association.

Mayor Robinson also shared that he couldn’t remember having gotten so many great 
comments on how good and how well organized their events are.

He also shared that he and the Code Enforcement Officer Steve Hunnicutt were both in 
Tallahassee this past week representing the City. He had a list of Bills in action in 
Tallahassee, if anyone wanted to look at them.

The Mayor announced that years ago Mr. and Mrs. Judy had donated some playground 
equipment at Wilson Park. He had gotten requests from several citizens to rename the 
playground park south of Lake Play as The Bethel & Lillie Judy Park.
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The Vice-Mayor suggested Judy Park. He furthered added that the walking track had been 
dedicated to Sandra Carter and he wanted to make sure that this didn’t interfere with the track 
and dedication.

Commissioner Kneeld asked that staff look into all this and bring it back to them. 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by the Vice-Mayor and carried 
unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are true and correct.

Raquel Castillo, City Clerk 


