
City of Davenport Regular Meeting Minutes of December 1, 2025 
   

  

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City of Davenport, Florida, held Monday, December 1, 
2025, at 7:00 p.m. in the Commission Room after having been properly advertised with the 
following members present: Mayor Brynn Summerlin. Commission Members: Tom Fellows, 
Linda Robinson, and Donna Fellows-Coffey. Also present were City Manager Kelly Callihan 
and City Attorney Elisabeth Crane. Absent and excused was Vice-Mayor Jeremy Clark. 
 
Mayor Summerlin declared a quorum present and opened the meeting with an invocation and 
a salute to the flag. 
 
At this time, the City Clerk administered the Oath of Office to the new Fire Chief, Stuart 
McCutcheon.  
 
APPROVAL OF ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
Motion by Commissioner Robinson and seconded by Commissioner Fellows to approve the 
Order of Business. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
The Mayor asked whether anyone present wished to speak on any matter not on the agenda.  
 
Twila Smith of 305 West Magnolia Street stated that she was present as a representative of 
the Jamestown Concerned Citizens. She explained that it had come to her attention that a 
new officer on the force had been harassing residents in Jamestown. She felt it was only fair 
that the Commission be made aware of the situation before it escalated or caught anyone by 
surprise. She also expressed concern regarding Jamestown Park, stating that the park was 
supposed to operate from sunrise to sunset, but this wasn’t being enforced. She noted that 
individuals were at the park playing late into the night in the dark and there did not appear to 
be any policing of the issue. 

Madeline Tarver of 250 43rd Street stated that she was present to address concerns 
regarding the newly sworn-in officer. She reported that the officer has been harassing 
residents, explaining that when they are sitting outside, he drives by and shines a bright light 
on their faces. When questioned, he responds that he is patrolling the neighborhood, but she 
feels it is an invasion of privacy. She further stated that residents who live in the county are 
being followed as they leave their neighborhood, with the officer waiting until they enter the 
city limits before pulling them over, searching their vehicles, and continuing to harass them. 
Ms. Tarver reported that she has personally been pulled over three to four times without 
reason. 

Jenny Calhoun of 106 E. Pine Street stated that she had an encounter with the officer the 
Wednesday before Thanksgiving. She explained that a young man at the store called her, 
saying the officer was harassing him. She went to the location, observed the situation, and 
asked what was happening. The officer then took her outside to speak with her and told her 
he would address the issue with the individuals involved. He also stated that the harassment 
she described was uncalled for and that he would speak with his Chief once he returned from 
vacation. 
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Ms. Calhoun further shared an incident involving her brother, Willie Calhoun. She reported 
that on the Sunday before that Wednesday, he left his house, turned onto 43rd Street and 
then onto North Boulevard. The officer followed him onto Chipola Avenue and eventually 
stopped him, stating the reason was that he was over the line and should have stopped 
behind the line. Ms. Calhoun expressed concern regarding these interactions. 

Lorenzo Miller of 7 East Pine Street stated that he has been pulled over three to four times 
by the same officer. He noted that the officer is aware that he lives in Davenport yet continues 
to follow him throughout the city. Mr. Miller reported that on a recent occasion, the officer 
followed him to his home and stated that he had crossed the white line at a stop sign. When 
Mr. Miller pulled into his driveway, the officer arrived with three or four additional officers who 
shone their lights into his vehicle. Mr. Miller explained that he was alone, had nothing in his 
car, and ultimately was issued only a warning for crossing the line at the stop sign. He 
expressed concern regarding the repeated stops and the officer’s conduct. He was in fear for 
his life when he was stopped.  
 
Ozella Miller of 7 E. Pine Street stated that while she has not personally been stopped by the 
officer in question, she has witnessed concerning encounters involving him. She observed 
the officer stop a friend of hers, during which approximately five or six officers were present. 
One officer was on his knees, and another appeared to be searching the vehicle. Ms. Miller 
expressed concern that such actions could lead to something being planted in a vehicle, 
describing the situation as horrendous. She added that although she has not been harassed 
herself, she did witness the officer arrest a young man down the street and observed them 
doing unnecessary harassment.  
 
Terry, no last name provided of 106 E. Pine Street stated that although he has not personally 
had an encounter with the officer, he has received numerous complaints from residents 
regarding the officer’s conduct. He expressed concern, noting that he hopes not to have a 
direct encounter due to his low tolerance level. Terry reported that the officer was heard telling 
individuals on Fuller Street that “nobody’s going to make money until he gets who he’s looking 
for”. He also shared that earlier that day, a woman informed him that she had been pulled 
over because of her window tint. He asked the Commission to look into the matter and provide 
an update on what is found. 
 
Mayor Summerlin informed them that their comments were not going to be ignored and 
instructed Chief Parker to look into this and provide them with an update.  
 
There being no one else, the Mayor closed Public Comment.  

 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows and seconded by Commissioner Robinson to approve the 
Consent Agenda, which consisted of the minutes from the November 17, 2025, Planning 
Commission Meeting and the November 17, 2025, Regular Meeting. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
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OLD BUSINESS   
 
1. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1420 

ASSIGNING THE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION TO 120 ALTA VISTA WAY FROM 
COUNTY RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM (RM) TO CITY RESIDENTIAL LOW (RL) – (OWNER 
OF RECORD: ALLIANCE TERRANOVA GROUP LLC) 

 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1420 by title.  
 
City Planner Raymond Perez explained that this was the second and final reading. 
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Robinson and second by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey to approve 
Ordinance No. 1420 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
2. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1421 

ASSIGNING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION TO 120 ALTA VISTA WAY FROM 
COUNTY RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM (RM) TO LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (R-5) 
OWNER OF RECORD: ALLIANCE TERRANOVA GROUP LLC) 

 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1421 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was the second and final reading. 
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows and second by Commissioner Robinson to approve 
Ordinance No. 1421 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
3. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1422 

ASSIGNING THE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION TO 200 PALM RAMBLE WAY FROM 
COUNTY RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM (RM) TO CITY RESIDENTIAL LOW (RL) – (OWNER 
OF RECORD: ALLIANCE TERRANOVA GROUP LLC) 

 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1422 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was the second and final reading. 
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey and second by Commissioner Fellows to approve 
Ordinance No. 1422 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
4. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1423 

ASSIGNING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION TO 200 PALM RAMBLE WAY FROM 
COUNTY RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM (RM) TO LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (R-5) 
OWNER OF RECORD: ALLIANCE TERRANOVA GROUP LLC) 
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At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1423 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was the second and final reading. 
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows and second by Commissioner Robinson to approve 
Ordinance No. 1423 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
5. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1424 

ASSIGNING THE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION TO 204 PALM RAMBLE WAY FROM 
COUNTY RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM (RM) TO CITY RESIDENTIAL LOW (RL) – (OWNER 
OF RECORD: ALLIANCE TERRANOVA GROUP LLC) 

 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1424 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was the second and final reading. 
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Robinson and second by Commissioner Fellows that the 
Commission approve Ordinance No. 1424 on second and final reading. Motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
6. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1425 

ASSIGNING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION TO 204 PALM RAMBLE WAY FROM 
COUNTY RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM (RM) TO LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (R-5) 
OWNER OF RECORD: ALLIANCE TERRANOVA GROUP LLC) 

 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1425 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was the second and final reading. 
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey and second by Commissioner Fellows to approve 
Ordinance No. 1425 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
7. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1426 

ASSIGNING THE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION TO 208 PALM RAMBLE WAY FROM 
COUNTY RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM (RM) TO CITY RESIDENTIAL LOW (RL) – (OWNER 
OF RECORD: ALLIANCE TERRANOVA GROUP LLC) 

 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1426 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was the second and final reading. 
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
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Motion by Commissioner Fellows and second by Commissioner Robinson to approve 
Ordinance No. 1426 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
8. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1427 

ASSIGNING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION TO 208 PALM RAMBLE WAY FROM 
COUNTY RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM (RM) TO LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (R-5) 
OWNER OF RECORD: ALLIANCE TERRANOVA GROUP LLC) 

 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1427 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was the second and final reading. 
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Robinson and second by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey that the 
Commission approve Ordinance No. 1427 on second and final reading. Motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
9. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1428 

ASSIGNING THE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION TO 201 PALM RAMBLE WAY FROM 
COUNTY RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM (RM) TO CITY RESIDENTIAL LOW (RL) – (OWNER 
OF RECORD: ALLIANCE TERRANOVA GROUP LLC) 

 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1428 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was the second and final reading. 
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey and second by Commissioner Fellows to approve 
Ordinance No. 1428 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
10. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1429 

ASSIGNING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION TO 201 PALM RAMBLE WAY FROM 
COUNTY RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM (RM) TO LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (R-5) 
OWNER OF RECORD: ALLIANCE TERRANOVA GROUP LLC) 

 
At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1429 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was second and final reading. 
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows and second by Commissioner Robinson to approve 
Ordinance No. 1429 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
11. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1430 

ASSIGNING THE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION TO 205 PALM RAMBLE WAY FROM 
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COUNTY RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM (RM) TO CITY RESIDENTIAL LOW (RL) – (OWNER 
OF RECORD: ALLIANCE TERRANOVA GROUP LLC) 

 
At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1430 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was second and final reading. 
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Robinson and second by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey to approve 
Ordinance No. 1430 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
12. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1431 

ASSIGNING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION TO 205 PALM RAMBLE WAY FROM 
COUNTY RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM (RM) TO LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (R-5) 
OWNER OF RECORD: ALLIANCE TERRANOVA GROUP LLC) 

 
At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1431 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was second and final reading. 
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey and second by Commissioner Fellows to approve 
Ordinance No. 1431 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
13. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1432 

ASSIGNING THE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION TO PALM STREET (272703-717500-
032010) FROM CITY RESIDENTIAL LOW (RL) TO CITY 
GOVERNMENT/INSTITUTIONAL (GI) – (OWNER OF RECORD: CITY OF 
DAVENPORT) 

 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1432 by title.  
 
Raymond explained that this was the second and final reading. 
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows and second by Commissioner Robinson to approve 
Ordinance No. 1432 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
14. PUBLIC HEARING AND SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1433 

ASSIGNING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION TO PALM STREET (272703-717500-
032010) FROM CITY TRADITIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD (TN-2) TO CITY PUBLIC 
INSTITUTIONAL (PI-2) - (OWNER OF RECORD: CITY OF DAVENPORT) 

 
At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1433 by title.  
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Raymond explained that this was second and final reading. 
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Robinson and second by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey to approve 
Ordinance No. 1433 on second and final reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
NEW BUSINESS        

 
1. REQUEST TO APPROVE MAINTAINED RIGHT-OF-WAYS  
 
Utilities Director Mike Stripling explained that the City was essentially correcting a plat dating 
back to 1925. The first step was to convert the existing rights-of-way at the Tom Fellows 
Center and at Water Plant No. 1 into officially recognized, maintained rights-of-way. He noted 
that the city has been maintaining these areas for many years, but the geometry on the 
original 1925 plat was incorrect and unusable, and this action would correct those 
inaccuracies. He also explained there are no plans to improve them other than mowing and 
installing a walking trail around North Lake.  
 
In answer to the Mayor’s question, Mike answered that this was mainly a housekeeping item.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey and seconded by Commissioner Fellows to 
approve the request for maintained rights-of-way. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
2. REQUEST TO USE FORFEITURE OF FUNDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF A 

SYNOLOGY DS1621+ NAS SERVER WITH SIX (6) WD RED PLUS 6TB HARD DRIVES 
 
Chief Steve Parker explained that the Davenport Police Department was currently 
transitioning to a more modern storage platform for the Department’s digital evidence. He 
further added that currently, officers store digital evidence, such as photographs and recorded 
statements, on CDs, which are ultimately housed in the Property/Evidence Room. To 
streamline this storage process and meet current industry standards, they intend to store 
digital evidence on a stand-alone small server, which will make submission, storage, and 
accessibility more secure and convenient. The Polk County Sheriff’s Office, which oversees 
a majority of the Department’s technological access, has agreed to assist in the 
implementation of this project. They currently utilize and recommend a Synology DS1621+ 
NAS server with six (6) WD Red Plus 6TB hard drives. Funding for this project will come from 
the Police Department’s Forfeiture Expense Fund.  
 
Mayor Summerlin questioned whether this was an air gap. He was informed that it would be 
accessible only internally. He was informed that this was the same system the Sheriff’s Office 
used to store and submit its digital evidence. The chain of custody requirements for electronic 
evidence still applie and all data would reside on the Sheriff’s Office network. 
 
Commissioner Robinson asked for confirmation that this server would be stored in the 
evidence room and secured. Chief Parker replied that it would be stored in the evidence room 
or be stored where the other servers were in the Police Department.  
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IT Manager Jose Alarcon explained that it is essentially just a large flash drive with additional 
components. It would be stored in the IT room to remain secure and it would operate entirely 
on the county’s computer network. The county would therefore be responsible for all security 
and access. He added that the city needed to supply the equipment because the contract did 
not include it. Once the systems were integrated, creating a shared environment with unified 
security under the city’s jurisdiction, the server would then be moved onto the city’s network. 
 
Commissioner Robinson asked if the County Sheriff’s office would be able to access their 
server. She was informed that they could not and would be accessible by authorized 
Davenport personnel.   
 
There being no other discussion, the Mayor entertain a motion.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Robinson and second by Commissioner Fellows to approve the 
use of forfeiture funds for the Police Department to purchase a special server that works. 
Motion carried unanimously.  
 
3. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE PIGGYBACK CONTRACT THROUGH SUMTER 

COUNTY WITH ASPHALT PAVING SYSTEMS FOR STREET RESURFACING 
 
Public Services Director Darryl Koon explained that this was a request for paving and street 
repair, and Staff was requesting approval to piggyback with the Sumter County contract for 
this year’s paving project and resurfacing of the following streets and amounts. 
 

• Bay Street & Orange Street - $308,529.49 
• Museum Parking Lot - $24,828.45 

 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows and seconded by Commissioner Robinson to approve the 
request to piggyback off the contract through Sumter County with Asphalt Paving Systems. 
Motion carried unanimously.   
 
4. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1434 AMENDING THE 

FY 2025 BUDGET 
 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1434 by title.  
 
Finance Director Donald Carter stated that, as required at the end of each fiscal year, the 
City’s annual budget must be analyzed for any revenue shortfalls and excess spending.  The 
main purpose is to be sure that no department exceeded its total approved allocation for the 
year. The ordinance adjusts the FY 2024/2025 Annual Budget as necessary to ensure no 
department budget reflects a shortfall.  
 
Donald added that the total budget had increased by $861,995 as noted in the breakdown 
below: 

General Fund 
 City Commission   (6,050) 

  City Manager    (10,000) 
  Finance             (20,000) 
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  City Attorney     4,000 
  City Clerk              (5,000) 
  Human Resources    2,050 
  General Gov’t            (80,000) 
  Police             244,500 
  Fire             100,750 
  Building & Plan             32,200 

Garbage Collection           260,000 
Cemetery              7,100 
Parks & Recreation          (262,450) 

   
 Total General Fund            267,100 
 Fire Impact Fund            526,120 
 Law Enforcement Impact Fund       67,975 

Water/Wastewater Fund 
  Utility Billing  12,100 
  Water Plants  (12,100) 
   
 Total Water/Wastewater Fund             0 
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey and second by Commissioner Fellows to approve 
Ordinance No. 1434, amending the FY2024/2025 Budget on first reading. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
5. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 1435 IMPOSING 

SOLID WASTE SERVICE ASSESSMENTS FOR SOLID WASTE COLLECTION 
SERVICE ONLY PROPERTIES 

 
At this time, the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 1435 by title.  
 
Donald explained that there is an issue with garbage collection for homes located within the 
city limits but outside the city’s utility service area. These residents receive their water and 
wastewater services from Haines City, which made it difficult for Davenport to manage 
garbage-only accounts. To address this, the city was proposing to bill those garbage-only 
accounts through the tax collection process. Currently, there are an estimated 3,500 homes 
in this situation, with another 1,000 expected soon. Ultimately, they anticipate having between 
3,500 and 4,000 homes that fall under this category. Donald added that managing these 
accounts manually has become very difficult, as staff are constantly going back and forth 
trying to determine who is residing in the residence. 
 
The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey and second by Commissioner Robinson to approve 
Ordinance No. 1435 on first reading. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
There being no other comments, the Mayor called for the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 
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6. REQUEST TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 529-25 MAKING THE INTENT TO USE 
THE UNIFORM METHOD OF COLLECTING SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS TO SOLID 
WASTE ACCOUNTS ONLY 

 
Donald explained that this Resolution gave the city’s intent to use the uniform method of 
collecting special assessments-solid waste garbage only accounts to the County. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Fellows and second by Commissioner Robinson to approve 
Resolution No. 529-25. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
7. DISCUSSION AND REQUEST TO APPROVE THE INSTALLATION OF LIGHT POLES 

ALONG HOLLY HILL/ORCHID ROAD FROM SOUTH BOULEVARD WEST TO 
FOREST LAKE 

Darryl reported that he had spoken with Duke Energy after receiving complaints about how 
dark it was along Orchid Drive and Holly Hill Road, especially with the school opening early. 
There was a light at the corner of South Boulevard and Orchid, another at Highway 547 and 
Holly Hill, and one further down at Forest Lake—but everything in between was dark. 

He met with Duke Energy, and they had provided a proposal. The upfront cost would be 
$60,000, and the monthly cost to keep the lights operating would be $1,200. The initial 
installation cost could be paid from the Transportation Impact Fees, but would not cover the 
ongoing monthly expense. 
 
The City Manager added that this project would provide lighting for students who walked to 
Horizon and Navigator, as well as those walking to the new high school at Victory. It would 
also benefit students from Ridge Community High School who walked along Orchid Road 
and Holly Hill Road. That entire area was currently very dark. He also added that the city was 
also completing about 300 feet of sidewalk along that roadway. 
 
Commissioner Fellows stated that he felt that this was a good idea and long overdue. The 
city has grown and expanded, especially with the new schools in the area. He added that 
they wanted to prevent anything from happening and anything they could do to make it safer 
for the kids, they needed to do.  
 
There being no other discussion, the Mayor entertained a motion. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Robinson and seconded by Commissioner Fellows-Coffey to 
approve the installation of light poles along Holly Hill Road and Orchid Road from South 
Boulevard West to Forest Lake. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
CITY MANAGER REPORT 
 
The City Manager drew their attention to the Monthly Departmental reports at their places. 
He reminded everyone that he had handed out the calendar of upcoming events at the last 
Commission meeting and briefly reviewed it. He informed them that some of the 
Commissioners would be participating in the Haines City Christmas parade this Saturday and 
some of the Department Heads would participating at the “HoHo with the PoPo” event. The 
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following Friday, December 12th was the employee Christmas party and on Saturday the city 
would have its parade and Winterfest. 
 
In response to Commissioner Fellows’ question, the City Manager responded that the parade 
floats would stage on Palmetto Street then turn left onto Powerline Road. The lineup would 
continue down North Boulevard then proceed onto Miami Aenue and finally onto Bay Street. 
 
Mayor Summerlin noted that November was the first month in nearly thirty months in which 
the city had fewer than one hundred new water meters installed. However, he added that this 
did not mean things wouldn’t pick back up again in January. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REPORT – Nothing to Report. 
 
CITY CLERK REPORT  
 
The City Clerk reminded them of the Ridge League of Cities dinner. 
She also shared that the Fort Davenport Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) were 
hosting Wreaths Across America at the cemetery on December 13th at 11:00 a.m. They would 
be having a ceremony with local veterans from each branch of the military, and they wanted 
to extend the invitation to the City Commission. 
 
She also announced that the Florida League of Cities Legislative Action Days conference 
would be in Tallahassee, January 26th through January 28th and asked them to sign up as 
soon as possible because hotels filled up fast.  
 
CITY COMMISSION COMMENTS 
 
Donna Fellows-Coffey stated that she has full respect and confidence in every member of 
their city staff, including the Police and Fire departments. However, she was troubled by what 
she had heard during the meeting. She asked Twila Smith to extend the Commission’s 
sincere thanks to the residents who took the time to come and speak. She thanked Twila and 
her neighbors for bringing their concerns to the Commission’s attention. She also encouraged 
everyone to attend the upcoming holiday festivities.  

Commissioner Robinson shared that about a week ago, she had the opportunity to visit the 
Davenport School of the Arts with members of the Historical Society to meet with 5th-grade 
students. She was very pleased with the thoughtful questions the students had asked and 
how receptive they were to the information shared. 

She also complimented Jose Ortiz, noting that she had watched the video posted on the city’s 
Facebook page featuring his interview with Brian Lacy at Polk Place. She said Jose had done 
an excellent job promoting the City of Davenport and all the upcoming events. He also 
represented the city very well. She added that this also reflected positively on the City 
Manager for empowering staff to engage with the community and promote the city. 

Commissioner Robinson then echoed Commissioner Fellows-Coffey’s earlier comments 
regarding the Police Department. She stated that she had faith and confidence that the Police 
Chief would investigate the concerns raised and would report his findings to the City Manager. 
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Mayor Summerlin remarked that when longtime residents filled the room, “there was smoke,” 
and agreed with Commissioner Fellows-Coffey’s comments. He assured the speakers that 
their words had not fallen on deaf ears. Many of the individuals who had come forward were 
people he has known his entire life; and even attended elementary school with and he has 
no reason to doubt what they shared. He was looking forward to hearing back from the Police 
Chief and receiving a full report on the situation. The Mayor emphasized that the police had 
a difficult job. They were responsible for keeping the community safe and watching out for 
those who do not follow the law. However, he acknowledged that throughout history, even 
good officers may occasionally “step over the line.” While that did not make them bad officers, 
stepping over the line was not acceptable anywhere and certainly not in the City of Davenport. 
He shared that he would give the Chief the latitude needed to conduct a thorough review. 

Mayor Summerlin also shared that he was looking forward to both parades coming up, 
especially Davenport’s and was eager to try counting the crowd at their WinterFest. 
 
There being no further business, the Mayor entertained a motion to adjourn, which was 
provided by Commissioner Fellows and carried unanimously.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m.  
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are true and correct. 
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