
City of Davenport City Commission Minutes of August 17, 2020

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City of Davenport, Florida, held Monday, August 17, 2020 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Commission Room after having been properly advertised with the following 
members present: Mayor H.B. Robinson and Commission Members: Vice-Mayor Brynn 
Summerlin, and Commissioner Tom Fellows. Also present: City Manager Kelly Callihan and City 
Attorney Andrew Hand. Absent and excused was Commissioner Bobby Lynch.

Mayor Robinson declared a quorum present and opened the meeting with invocation and a salute 
to the flag. 

The Women’s Equality Day – Florida 2020 Suffrage Centennial Proclamation was read out loud 
by the City Clerk. 

PRESENTATION BY TOM PHILLIPS – CITRUS CONNECTION

Mr. Tom Phillips with Citrus Connection provided a PowerPoint presentation outlining the City’s 
current route and the new route which provides Davenport residents a direct route from the city 
to Posner Park. Mr. Phillips pointed out that ridership from the current route (16X) from January 
1st to April 30th was 949, with 103 coming from the five stops in Davenport.

Mr. Phillips shared that funding from the President’s CARES Act had given them the opportunity 
to purchase new buses and allowed them to provide East Polk with express service to Poinciana 
Sunrail Station and their requested direct service from Davenport to the park and ride at Posner 
Park. The express service would connect Davenport passengers to Posner Park and Haines City 
25 times daily. Mr. Phillips also advised that these enhancements would start October 1st.

Mr. Phillips informed them that they also provided the door to door transportation for those 
individuals that were elderly or disabled. This required an application registration process.

He further pointed out that they had seen about a 30% declined in their fixed ridership due to 
COVID-19 and had seen a 70% declined in their door to door service. He shared that they had 
not had any driver to passenger transmission cases or passenger to driver transmission cases.

Brief discussion ensued with the Commission expressing that the biggest thing he had addressed 
was the new route to Posner Park, which would be a real incentive for the residents and would 
raise their ridership numbers up.

The Vice-Mayor asked for comparison numbers of the Davenport ridership to Haines City 
ridership on the 16X going to Posner Park. Mr. Phillips responded that he would provide those 
numbers to him tomorrow.

In conclusion, the Commission thanked him for listening to them. 

APPROVAL OF ORDER OF BUSINESS 

At this time the Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Commissioner Fellows and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to approve the Order 
of Business. Motion carried unanimously with no discussion. 

PUBLIC COMMENT - None
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CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Fellows to approve the 
Consent Agenda which consisted of the August 3, 2020 Regular Meeting. Motion carried 
unanimously with no discussion.

OLD BUSINESS – None 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. DISCUSSION OF LETTERS OF INTEREST TO FILL THE VACANCY OF CITY
COMMISSION SEAT 2

The Mayor announced that they would allow each candidate the opportunity to talk about 
themselves. They would also allow public comment but not allow them to ask any questions of 
the candidates. This being said, he asked Dale Cowart to come up.

Mr. Dale Cowart expressed that he had been a resident of Davenport since 1958 and gotten 
married at the Baptist Church in town. He had raised four (4) children in town and he didn’t have 
any plans to move. He had previously served on the City Council. He was retired and needed 
something to do. He would do his best and would hold no grudges if they selected someone else.

The Mayor opened the floor for anybody wishing to make any comments. There being none, he 
turned the floor over to the Commission.

Vice-Mayor Summerlin expressed that he knew Mr. Cowart when he sat on this Council and the 
service that he gave. He really didn’t have any questions. 

The Commission thanked Mr. Cowart. 

The Mayor then introduced Carlos Gonzalez-Avila.

Mr. Gonzalez-Avila wanted to thank the City Clerk for being attentive to his emails regarding this 
position. He also provided that he had moved to Davenport in 2017 from Grand Rapids Michigan. 
He had lived in Michigan for 20 years. He was born in Puerto Rico and his wife was born in Cuba. 
They had two (2) daughters and they lived in the Marbella subdivision. He has worked in the 
insurance industry for 6 years. He was currently unemployed because of COVID-19. He is an 
overachiever having earned three (3) graduate degrees. He also shared that his family has been 
honored with two streets for military contributions; Calle Hermanos Avila in Culebra, Puerto Rico 
and in Fajardo, Puerto Rico.

The Mayor opened the floor for anybody wishing to make any comments. There being none, he 
turned the floor over to the Commission.

Commission Fellows thanked him for his interest and was encouraged that younger people were 
showing an interest in their City.

The Vice-Mayor pointed out that the document he had provided to the City Clerk had been one of 
the most professional he had seen in a long time and he had been impressed. Three degrees 
was pretty impressive and it looked like he had some business expertise. Like Commissioner
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Fellows, it was always exciting to see new young people get involved in City government. The 
Vice-Mayor informed him that this was a 6 month appointment until April and asked him if he was 
interested in running for the office when it came up. Mr. Gonzalez-Avila responded, if given the 
opportunity he would.

The Commission thanked Mr. Gonzalez-Avila.

The Mayor then introduced Jeremy Clark.

Mr. Jeremy Clark thanked the Mayor and Commission for the opportunity to stand before them 
and speak to them about joining this Commission. His family had moved to Davenport 4 years 
ago. He currently served as the Chairman of the City’s Recreation Advisory Board. He has 
participated in many of the Commission meetings and has also provided opening prayer at the 
meetings. He has volunteered at many of the City’s events and had provided his services during 
Hurricane Irma. His family had a commitment to the City and made it their mission to minister to 
the community. He was not only a resident but a community leader, as the pastor of The Gate 
Church in town. With the help from a grant from the City, his church has been able to provide a 
sports camp for children in the community. They were also able to give away 200 backpacks last 
year to the students in Davenport. They have recently partnered with Davenport Christian 
Preparatory School to bring a new Christian school to the City.

Everything he did came from faith and God and everything they did was accomplished by God. 
One thing he wanted to bring to this Commission was faith. He had faith in the system. He had 
faith in their Police and Fire and everything they had. He expressed kudos on the sewer and water 
lines and the Community Center, the new school and the fire station. He wanted to be here and 
he wanted the City to be a place for his kids and for his grandkids to grow up. It was about the 
future, faith and family.

The Mayor opened the floor for anybody wishing to make any comments.

Barbara Pierson of 957 Bridgeford Crossing Boulevard accepted and provided that on behalf of 
herself and the EDC, they were in support of Jeremy Clark to fill the vacancy. She has worked 
with him on many occasions. He really spoke to the future of Davenport. She was offering her 
support and felt that he was a great candidate.

There being no one else, he turned the floor over to the Commission.

Commissioner Fellows voiced his appreciation in showing interest in the vacancy. He also 
commended him for his involvement in the community and becoming a part of it.

The Vice-Mayor mirrored Commissioner Fellows’ comments and further questioned his interest 
in running for the seat after the expiration of the term in April. Mr. Clark responded that he was 
interested in running in April. The Vice-Mayor further expressed that they were excited that there 
were people interested in the City; and it was important in keeping continuity and getting people 
that had a touch to the heartbeat of the city. It was important as a Commissioner to be in touch 
with the citizens. The fact that he was interested and had been interested before got his attention.

The Mayor stated that he had no questions for Mr. Clark, but shared that he had spoken to both 
Mr. Clark and Mr. Cowart before and had encouraged both to run. The Mayor pointed out that 
whomever they chose tonight, they would not make a bad decision.
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The Vice-Mayor requested for a procedure on the selection of the candidate and further 
suggested ranking the candidates.

Commissioner Fellows inserted that he preferred not to rank them but to go ahead and nominate 
someone since they were all more than qualified and proceeded to make a motion to appoint Dale 
Cowart to fill the vacant seat.

The Vice-Mayor provided that he couldn’t second the motion because his choice was Jeremy 
Clark. At this time the Vice-Mayor motioned to appoint Mr. Clark.

Commissioner Fellows advised that he would withdraw his motion if they wanted to rank them.

The Mayor voiced that his choice was Jeremy Clark also, and provided the second to the Vice-
Mayor’s motion. There being no discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried 
unanimously.

It was announced that Mr. Clark would be sworn in at their next meet.

Commissioner Fellows voiced that this was only temporary to fill the seat until the next election 
and encouraged the other candidates to stay involved and not be discouraged by the outcome 
tonight but to stay involved.

2. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 945 – VOLUNTARY 
ANNEXATION OF FOUR (4) PARCELS OF LAND (BELLA VITA SUBDIVISION 1A). 
GENERAL LOCATION: EAST SIDE OF HWY 17/92 AND NORTH OF BARGAIN BARN 
ROAD

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 945 by title.

The City Planner Raymond Perez explained that this was a request for a voluntary annexation of 
four (4) parcels of land comprising of 86.5 acres. Raymond further noted that the Planning 
Commission had recommended approval earlier in the evening.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Fellows to approve Ordinance 
No. 945 as recommended by the Planning Commission on its first reading. Motion carried 
unanimously with no discussion.

3. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 946 TO APPROVE THE 
LAND USE PLANNED AMENDMENT TO THE BELLA VITA SUBDIVISION 1A FROM 
POLK COUNTY RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM EXTRA (RMX) TO CITY RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM 
(RM). GENERAL LOCATION: EAST SIDE OF HWY 17/92 AND NORTH OF BARGAIN 
BARN ROAD

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 946 by title.

Raymond explained that this was a request to approve the Land Use Planned Amendment to the 
Bella Vita Subdivision 1A from Polk County Residential Medium Extra (RMX) to City Residential 
Medium (RM). This development would consist of 244 homes.
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The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Commissioner Fellows and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to approve Ordinance 
No. 946 as read. Motion carried unanimously with no discussion.

4. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 947 TO APPROVE THE 
ZONING AMENDMENT OF THE BELLA VITA SUBDIVISION 1A FROM POLK COUNTY 
RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM EXTRA (RMX) TO CITY PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD). 
GENERAL LOCATION: EAST SIDE OF HWY 17/92 AND NORTH OF BARGAIN BARN 
ROAD

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 947 by title.

Raymond explained that this was to approve the zoning amendment of the Bella Vita Subdivision 
1A from Polk County Residential Medium Extra (RMX) to City Planned Unit Development (PUD). 
Raymond provided that this would consist of 244 lots and outlined the specifics, which included 
setbacks, minimum living area, lot size and open space.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Mayor Robinson to approve Ordinance No. 
947 as recommended by the Planning Commission.

For the record, the Vice-Mayor noted that there would be 25.95 acres of open space, which was 
great. 

There being no other discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously.

5. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 948 TO AMEND THE 
FUTURE LAND USE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND MAP FOR MYSTERY RIDGE 
SUBDIVISION FROM POLK COUNTY RESIDENTIAL SUBURBAN EXTRA (RSX) TO CITY 
RESIDENTIAL LOW (RL). GENERAL LOCATION: NORTH SIDE OF MYSTERY HOUSE 
ROAD AND WEST OF POWERLINE ROAD.

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance 948 by title.

Raymond explained that this was for a Land Use Planned Map amendment for Mystery Ridge 
subdivision from Polk County Residential Suburban Extra (RSX) to City Residential Low (RL). 
This subdivision had been annexed in July and this was basically a housekeeping item for the 
reclassification of the property. Staff would be bringing it back for rezoning later.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Commissioner Fellows and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to approve Ordinance 
No. 948. Motion carried unanimously with no discussion.

In jest, the Vice-Mayor asked why the Attorney hadn’t read the 45 parcels numbers listed in the 
ordinance.

There being no other discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously.
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6. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 950 AMENDING THE CITY
OF DAVENPORT GENERAL EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT PLAN 

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance 950 by title. 

Finance Director Donald Carter advised that he would be addressing both ordinances together 
because the changes were basically the same in both ordinances. 

These changes included:

 A joint pensioner pop-up option dealing with the survivorship clause which meant if the 
member elected a joint pensioner pop-up option, the member’s benefit would be 
recalculated as the normal form of benefit in the event the member is predeceased by his 
or her joint pensioner. 

 IRS minimum distribution age has changed from 70.5 to 72 
 IRS miscellaneous provisions 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Commissioner Fellows and second by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to approve Ordinance 
No. 950.

Discussion ensued with Donald answering some questions from the Commission and clarifying 
that this was a reassignment of benefits if the beneficiary passed away before the pensioner. In 
addition, Foster & Foster, the plan’s actuary had reviewed the proposed amendments and had 
determined that there would be no increase to the Plan. Also, these had been presented to the 
Pension Board and they had decided to present it to the City Commission.

There being no other discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously.

7. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 951 AMENDING THE CITY 
OF DAVENPORT POLICE OFFICERS’ AND FIREFIGHTERS’ RETIREMENT PLAN 

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 951 by title. 

Donald explained that the only difference between this ordinance and the General Employee 
ordinance was pre-retirement death benefits. The State of Florida had changed some of their 
requirements for Firefighters and this provision was keeping up with the State Statute. 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Mayor Robinson to approve Ordinance No. 
951 on its first reading. Motion carried unanimously with no discussion. 

8. UPDATE FROM DAVENPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Barbara Pierson of 957 Bridgeford Crossing Boulevard took the floor. She apologized for not 
bringing them better news but because of the COVID-19 it has been hard to do anything. 
However, next week the EDC was having a meeting to adopt their Strategic Plan that they would 
be presenting to them, which outlined their one, three and five year goals.
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She explained that it has taken a great deal of effort because they are breaking new ground and 
they are novice and have never had anything like this. However, some things they have 
accomplished or were currently working on included:

 They were now a Chamber partner. 
 She herself has personally been attending webinars. 
 There have been some economic summits that she has also attended. 
 Investors and their partners are staying low key. She shared that they working with one 

gentleman who has been in contact with the City’s Planner and there were two others that 
are highly interested in the City, especially in traditional Davenport. 

 She has also met with Commissioner Martha Santiago. 
 Has attended Polk Commission meetings, community functions. 
 The EDC was instrumental in putting together the event that brought masks to the Fire 

and Police Departments. 
 There was an Economic Summit coming up. 
 She is currently working with the Chamber Director on something. 
 They also had a phone number and email and were close to finishing their website.

She informed them that there has been a challenge in trying to bring in businesses because of 
the lack of properties, but the City’s endeavor to annex would help. She was very proud of what 
they’re doing and wish it could be more but their hands have been tied because of COVID, but by 
next month they would have a Plan for them.

The Vice-Mayor clarified that she would be bringing them their Mission statement next month. 
Mrs. Pierson responded that this was correct.

Commissioner Fellows voiced that he understood the situation with COVID-19 and they had 
understood when they first entered into this that this was their first initial step and all things 
considered they were showing them progress. Whenever she presented them their Plan, then 
they would see that they had made the right move when they had decided to fund the Economic 
Development Council.

The Mayor thanked Mrs. Pierson for her presentation.

9. APPOINT REPLACEMENT TO THE POLK COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
ORGANIZATION (TPO)

The Mayor asked the Commission if they would like to hold off on this item until they had a full 
Commission. The Commission in attendance agreed and the Vice-Mayor proceeded to make a 
motion to postpone the replacement until a future meeting. The second was provided by 
Commissioner Fellows and carried unanimously with no discussion.

10. REQUEST TO APPROVE THE FINAL AMENDMENT TO THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL STATE REVOLVING LOAN WATERLINE REPLACEMENT DESIGN 
AGREEMENT

Utilities Director Mike Stripling announced that this project was to design the waterline 
replacement project. Originally the agreement was for $1,200,000 with $600,000 in principal
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forgiveness. The project was completed for $941,352. This reduced the amount of the annual 
payments to $25,822.63 and brought the total to be repaid to $449,339.62. 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion by Commissioner Fellows and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to approve the final 
amendment to the Florida Department of Environmental State Revolving Loan Agreement. 

The Vice-Mayor clarified that they had less to pay. Mike responded that this was correct and 
further noted that the annual payments had been reduced by $8,030.37. 

There being no other discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously. 

CITY MANAGER REPORT

The City Manager thanked the City Staff who had worked hard while he was on vacation. He also 
thanked JT for standing in for him while he was gone.

He also wanted to brag again on the City’s #1 spot on the Community Census Challenge. The 
City had started at #9 and for the past two Mondays has been at #1. Currently the City was at 
64.8% with Polk City in 2nd place at 64.3%. Again, he voiced the importance of everyone turning 
in their Census forms and was assured that the city would recoup all the monies it had spent.

He also reminded everyone to vote on the naming of the new High School by going on the City’s 
website or Facebook page. The Naming Committee, which he and the City Clerk were a part of, 
had posted a survey of the three (3) names selected by the Committee. These were Davenport 
High School, Heritage High School and Horse Creek High School. Staff has been encouraging 
everyone to vote for Davenport High School which would bring ties to the City. He announced 
that the survey ended at the end of the month. The results would be presented at their next 
meeting on September 1st with a recommendation. Staff was hoping that it would be Davenport 
High School and would encourage this name..

As an update, he announced that the city crew had started demolishing Adair Field to get it ready 
for the new Community Center. The Attorney was currently working on a contract to bring to them 
at a later date; and he has instructed Danny to get prices on all FF&E items to present to them 
also.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT – Nothing to report. 

CITY CLERK REPORT – Nothing to report.

CITY COMMISSION COMMENTS 

Commissioner Fellows welcomed Mr. Cowart and thanked the other two candidates for applying 
and voiced his delight on being #1 in the Community Census Challenge.

As a point of order, the Mayor informed Commissioner Fellows that they had selected Mr. Clark 
to fill the vacancy. Mr. Fellows expressed his apologies and voiced that he thought they had 
selected Mr. Cowart.
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Commissioner Fellows also reminded everyone to vote tomorrow.

Vice-Mayor Summerlin announced that their September meetings had changed to September 
10th and September 24th. He also announced that Escambia Avenue was now open and was 
happy that the waterline project was progressing. He too encouraged everyone to vote tomorrow 
and further voiced his pleasure to see their Census numbers up.

The Mayor announced that the City’s Code Enforcement Officer Steven Hunnicutt had been 
honored once again this year as a Home Rule Hero.

He too congratulated the new Commissioner. The Mayor also shared that he had attended the 
FLC conference virtually.

The Mayor voiced his surprised that none of the women had signed up for the Commission seat 
vacancy; especially with this being the 100th Anniversary of women’s right to vote.

In conclusion, the City Manager announced that the 1st Budget Public Hearing would be 
September 10th and the 2nd Budget Public Hearing would be September 24th. He also reminded 
the City Commission that the City would be welcoming the teachers at the new school this Friday 
with a breakfast at 8:00am and encouraged them to attend.

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and 
seconded by Commissioner Fellows and carried unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are true and correct.

Raquel Castillo, City Clerk 


