
City of Davenport Commission Minutes of April 20, 2020

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City of Davenport, Florida, held Monday, April 20, 
2020 7:00 p.m. by Zoom, via communications media technology as authorized by Governor 
DeSantis’ Executive Order 2-69, after having been properly advertised with the following 
members present: Mayor HB Robinson and Commission Members: Vice-Mayor Brynn 
Summerlin, and Commissioner Bobby Lynch, Commissioner Tom Fellows and 
Commissioner Brandon Kneeld. Also present: City Manager Kelly Callihan and City 
Attorney Andrew Hand.

Mayor Robinson declared a quorum present and opened the meeting with invocation and a 
salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Motion by Commissioner Kneeld and seconded by Vice-Mayor Summerlin to approve the 
Order of Business. 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

Motion carried unanimously by a roll-call vote, with no discussion. 

PUBLIC COMMENT – None 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to approve the 
Consent Agenda which included the March 20, 2020 Special Meeting, the March 31, 2020 
Zoom Test Meeting, the April 3, 2020 Zoom Mock Meeting and the April 6, 2020 Regular 
Meeting. Motion carried unanimously by a roll-call vote, with no discussion.

OLD BUSINESS - None

The Oath of Office was administered to Mayor HB Robinson and Vice-Mayor Brynn 
Summerlin by the City Clerk.

Another roll call showed the following members present: Mayor HB Robinson and 
Commission Members: Vice-Mayor Brynn Summerlin, and Commissioner Bobby Lynch, 
Commissioner Tom Fellows and Commissioner Brandon Kneeld. Also present: City 
Manager Kelly Callihan and City Attorney Andrew Hand.

NEW BUSINESS

1. DISCUSSION OF 2020 CENSUS AND PERMISSION TO EXPAND FUNDS TO HELP
PROMOTE THE CENSUS 

The City Manager announced that Staff was looking for permission to expand funds in the 
amount of $9,990 to help promote the 2020 Census. These funds would be taken out of the 
$50,000 contingency fund. Kelly explained that Census response numbers were low for the 
City and staff was looking at placing door hangers on doors or fences with bi-lingual flyers in
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them. He was looking at hiring three employees for three weeks to do this along with 
employees from the city that knew the city limits. Staff was also looking at putting up 
banners and snipe signs. Also look at doing gift card drawings for those that completed 
their Census form. A separate City email address would be created where the public could 
email their name and address for the drawings. The drawings would be live on either 
Facebook or Zoom.

The City Manager added that the funding from the Federal Government of $1,400 per 
person would more than pay for this if it encouraged people to turn their Census forms in.

In answer to the Commission’s concern about some people still not getting the forms, the 
City Manager informed them that they would make contact with the Census office and see 
what could be done or what other ways they could turn their forms in.

The Mayor questioned if this had been presented to the Attorney for legality purposes. The 
Attorney advised that municipalities were prohibited from lending credit to provide a 
business benefit to businesses. However, for individuals he would have to take a look and 
see what the law said.

In light of the current situation, Vice-Mayor Summerlin voiced his concern of going door to 
door. The City Manager informed him that the door hangers would be placed on the door or 
fences and no contact would be made unless someone was home and they had any 
questions.

Commissioner Kneeld added that he believed that the Census was tied to the individual 
property/address and not to the individual person. In addition, it would pay for itself for the 
next 10 years.

The Mayor questioned how they would get the information to the gated communities? The 
City Manager responded that the Code Enforcement Officer would make contact with the 
HOA’s.

It was the consensus of the Commission that this was a great idea. The City Manager 
inserted that staff would need a motion for approval and he would also wait for the 
Attorney’s response in the meantime.

At this time a motion was made by Commissioner Kneeld to approve the expenditure of 
$10,000 to promote the 2020 Census. The second was provided by Commissioner Lynch.

The Mayor opened the Public Hearing.

Joyce Hunter of 15 West Bay Street provided that she had not received a form either but it 
had taken her longer to log on to their website than it had taken her to complete the form. 
She did not have an ID number either but it had given her a confirmation number once she 
had completed it.

There being no one else, the Mayor closed the Public Hearing.
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There being no other discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried unanimously 
by a roll-call vote, with no discussion.

2. APPROVE RESOLUTION #448-20 AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO 
AND EXECUTE A HIGHWAY LIGHTING, MAINTENANCE AND COMPENSATION 
AGREEMENT WITH THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (FDOT) 

The City Manager explained that this was a renewal agreement. 

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input. 

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Resolution No. 448-20 by title. 

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Fellows to approve 
Resolution No. 448-20. Motion carried unanimously by a roll-call vote, with no discussion.

3. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 936 TO APPROVE 
THE LAND USE PLANNED AMENDMENT TO THE MORRIS PROPERTY. OWNER: 
NORTHEAST POLK LAND INVESTMENTS, LLC & CASSIDY HOLDINGS LLC. 
GENERAL LOCATION: SOUTH SIDE OF SOUTH BOULEVARD EAST AND WEST 
OF POWERLINE ROAD, JUST NORTH OF MYSTERY HOUSE ROAD AND SOUTH 
AND NORTH OF NEAL ROAD

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance 936 by title.

City Planner Raymond Perez advised that this was a request to approve the Land Use 
Planned Amendment to the Morris property. Raymond further explained that this Ordinance 
replaced Ordinance 894 which had previously been approved October 21, 2019. After first 
reading of Ordinance 894, it was not sent to the Department of Economic Opportunity within 
the 10 day filing period because the applicant had told him to hold off because they were 
not sure what they wanted it zoned. This request was from County Residential Suburban 
(RS-X) to City Residential Low (RL). All the surrounding property owners within 500’ had 
been notified.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Commissioner Lynch and seconded by Commissioner Fellows to approve 
Ordinance 937. As a point of order, Commissioner Kneeld noted that they were on 
Ordinance 936. Commissioner Lynch motioned for a correction to his motion from 
Ordinance 937 to Ordinance 936. The second was provided by Commissioner Fellows and 
carried unanimously by a roll-call vote, with no discussion.

4. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 937 TO APPROVE 
THE ZONING AMENDMENT OF THE MORRIS PROPERTY FROM POLK COUNTY 
CLASSIFICATION OF RESIDENTIAL SUBURBAN EXTRA (RSX) AND RESIDENTIAL 
2 (R-2) TO PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE OF RESIDENTIAL-5 (R-5). OWNER: 
NORTHEAST POLK LAND INVESTMENTS, LLC & CASSIDY HOLDINGS LLC. 
GENERAL LOCATION: SOUTH SIDE OF SOUTH BOULEVARD EAST AND WEST
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OF POWERLINE ROAD, JUST NORTH OF MYSTER HOUSE ROAD AND SOUTH 
AND NORTH OF NEAL ROAD

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance 937 by title.

Raymond explained that this was the zoning of the same property. The applicant is asking 
for a zoning change from Residential Suburban Extra (RSX) to Residential-5 (R-5). This 
includes another parcel which is already in the City limits and has an R-2 zoning. This 
parcel is located east of Powerline and will be included with the R-5 designation.

The Mayor opened and closed the Public Hearing with no public input.

Motion by Vice-Mayor Summerlin and seconded by Commissioner Fellows to approve 
Ordinance 937. Motion carried unanimously by a roll-call vote, with no discussion.

5. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 941 TO APPROVE 
THE ZONING AMENDMENT TO THE BELLA VITA SUBDIVISION FROM 
RESIDENTIAL ESTATES 1 (RE-1) TO RESIDENTIAL-5 (R-5). OWNER: NORTHEAST 
POLK LAND INVESTMENT, LLC. – GENERAL LOCATION: NORTH OF PALMETTO 
STREET EAST AND EAST OF EAST BOULEVARD

At this time the Attorney was instructed to read Ordinance No. 941 by title.

Raymond explained that this was a request to reclassify the existing zoning of Residential 
Estates 1 (RE-1) to Residential-5 (R-5). Raymond provided that this parcel consisted of 
approximately 9.66 acres, with a total lot count of 28. He further provided the minimum lot 
width of 50’, setbacks and living area of 1,000 sq. feet.

The Mayor opened the Public Hearing.

Through Zoom Chat, Jackie Penn questioned if these were going to be duplexes, triplexes 
or single family homes. The City Manager provided the answer by informing her that they 
were going to be single family homes.

There being no one else, the Mayor closed the Public Hearing.

Motion by Commissioner Fellows and seconded by Commissioner Lynch to approve 
Ordinance No. 941 on its first reading.

Discussion ensued with the Mayor questioning the lot size and voicing his concern of the 
smaller homes affecting the value of the surrounding homes. Regarding the lot size, 
Raymond responded that they would be 50’ x 110’.

Heather Wertz, engineer on the project responded that as far as the real estate value, it was 
hard to say but they were going to get new high quality homes. Even though the lots would 
be smaller, the size of the homes would be comparable in size to the surrounding homes.
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Rennie Heath further added that building the homes would increase the value of the 
adjacent properties.

Commissioner Kneeld pointed out that the decisions they make have a major impact and a 
prime example of their decision to adopt the R-5 zoning was the consequence right now. 
Personally he felt that this type of housing development, while it was a perfectly good type 
of housing development, was the wrong type to go here. They were giving access to 28 new 
homes from a street that was a dead-end street, to residents that were already there. He 
was concerned how it was exiting out on Horseshoe Creek and the effect to the Powerline 
Road project. This was so much smaller than what they had in the traditional part of 
Davenport and he felt that they were going in the wrong direction. As the Commission they 
didn’t have any power to deny it because they were requesting something that was within 
the realm of the R-5 zoning. Because of this he was going to have to vote yes because they 
would have a liability if they didn’t. But he wanted to be clear on the record that this was the 
wrong type of development to have connecting up to Bay Street and right off of Palmetto. 
He seriously felt that they should look at the R-5 Zoning again.

There being no further discussion, the Mayor called for the vote. Motion carried 
unanimously by a roll call vote.

Rennie Heath thanked the Commission for their approval and also congratulated the Mayor 
and Vice-Mayor on their win. He was also glad to see that Commissioner Fellows was back 
and looking good.

CITY MANAGER REPORT

The City Manager announced the following:

 The waterline and sewer projects were ongoing and asked that they continue to be 
patient with them. 

 Also, the new Auto Zone had started construction again. 
 The Finance Director has emailed all the Department Heads their Budget packets to 

start working on the Budget.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

The Attorney announced that the Executive Order that allowed them to meet by Zoom 
would expire May 8th. This being said, it would be reasonable to expect the Governor to 
extend this period. However right now it was not clear and it was significant to note that this 
would have an effect on their notice requirements for meetings which required the Zoom 
information. If the City noticed the CMT meeting information and the Governor did not 
extend the emergency declaration, then the items would have to be taken off the agenda 
because there wouldn’t be enough time to notice it as a regular meeting with them meeting 
in the Commission Chambers.

He also reminded them about the Lake Play title issue. The City Clerk to date had not found 
anything and he wanted to see if they wanted to move forward with an investigator to move
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forward and look at filing a lawsuit. It was the consensus of the Commission that it needed 
to get done and move forward and get it done.

Last of all, he had some discussions with the City Manager earlier today of some potential 
marijuana dispensary applicants that have contacted the city. As they recall, the ordinance 
banning them was tabled indefinitely. Under State Statute, the City had two options 1) was 
to ban them outright, or 2) not restrict them any more than a pharmacy. The Attorney noted 
that the City’s Code doesn’t specifically address pharmacies and if marijuana dispensaries 
are to be allowed then it may be advisable to add this to the Code; and that they be 
regulated consistent with State Statute and consistent with pharmacies.

Brief discussion ensued with the Commission agreeing the need to look at this again and for 
staff and the Attorney to bring them something back to review at a later meeting.

Going back to the Executive Order, Vice-Mayor Summerlin questioned if there was anything 
in May that required a second reading that would cause a problem if they postponed it. 
Raymond advised that staff would be advertising the meeting with both the Zoom 
application as well as the Commission Chambers. The City Manager further advised that 
there didn’t seem to be a problem and if anything happened between the 8th and the time of 
the meeting on the 18th, staff would notice it and notify everyone involved.

CITY CLERK REPORT

The City Clerk informed them that the June Ridge League of Cities dinner had been 
cancelled due to COVID-19.

CITY COMMISSION COMMENTS

The Mayor thanked the City Manager and Staff and all the City employees for their 
response during this current emergency, especially all the first responders. He expressed 
kudos to all the City Staff. In times like these it made him proud to be a citizen of Davenport 
and their Mayor.

To Commissioner Fellows’ and his family, the Mayor thanked them for hosting the recent 
food event and for all their contributions to the city. He thanked Commissioner Fellows for 
all that he did and for being a part of the City.

Vice-Mayor Summerlin agreed with the Mayor’s comments. He went on to thank everyone 
that had braved the virus and had come out to vote Tuesday. He also thanked all the voters 
that had voted by mail-in ballots.

Commissioner Lynch also thanked Commissioner Fellows for the food event. He also 
wanted to thank the City’s staff that had help with this event.

Commissioner Fellows appreciated all the kind words and compliments but he had to also 
give the credit to everyone that had helped. He would like to take all the credit but he had 
simply made a few phone calls and had gotten it running. A big credit went out to the City 
Manager, Danny McClain and the entire City Staff for all their hard work. They had helped
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over 1,000 families and there had been an overwhelming response. Mr. Fellows informed 
them that the Facebook post had gotten 32,264 views. Commissioner Fellows explained 
that he had been concern with the farmers and so many people that are in need right now 
and struggling. It just seemed like a good idea to help the farms and the people in need. It 
had been a team effort.

Commissioner Fellows closed by congratulating the Mayor and Vice-Mayor on their win.

Commissioner Kneeld also congratulated the Mayor and Vice-Mayor on their re-elections. 
He also voiced his kudos to Commissioner Fellows. He had heard so much about how 
much he had poured into that and the outpouring of gratitude from the community. He also 
voiced his appreciation to City staff and employees that made it possible. When all this was 
over, they needed to make sure that everyone was properly recognized.

He also wanted to express kudos to the City’s staff for the communication during this time 
and staying in touch with the city residents.

Commissioner Kneeld informed them that he had attended a transportation planning 
meeting since they had last met and he had a Central Florida Planning Alliance meeting 
coming up next week and would defer any comments until their next meeting.

The Mayor thanked the citizens for their understanding during this time read some lyrics 
from the song, We’ll Meet Again.

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Lynch 
and seconded by Commissioner Kneeld and carried unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Minutes are true and correct.

Raquel Castillo, City Clerk


